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DEAR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
DEAR FRIENDS, 
  
 

It is great honour for me to welcome the participants at the conference "The Endured 

European Dream of Bulgaria (1944-1989)", organised at the European Parliament. The aim of 

this important event is to help recover historic justice by giving the floor to the people who 

have suffered their European dream during the times of communism, a dream which is a 

reality today and we all rejoice in it. I sincerely hope that this event will contribute also to 

reinforcing the debate and deliberation on the communist past by the whole society. 

  Twenty years after the beginning of the transition in Bulgaria we take freedom and 

democracy for granted, we take it as an undeniable fact from which we all benefit. However 

we often forget that this was not the case in our recent past, when democracy and freedom 

were only dreams, for witch a lot of Bulgarians have fought and suffered. Like the citizens of 

many other countries from Eastern Europe, many of the most worthy people put effort to 

protect these values and basic human rights during the communist dictatorship. Their lives 

show that freedom and democracy should not only be benefitted from but also protected every 

day. For this reason it is necessary not only to keep the memory for their suffering but also to 

pass it on to the next generations. The deliberation of our latest history is a necessary 

precondition for us to be able to appreciate the values upon which our society is built. This 

deliberation is a way to achieve the justice that we are still aspiring for today. Joining around 

the necessity for protection of the fundamental human values is the basis on which 

reconciliation and unity of a society could be achieved. 

 I wish success to the Conference and I would like to express my hope that it will 

manage to achieve the set goals. 

 

 

BOYKO BORISOV 

PRIME-MINISTER  

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE ORGANISERS 
 
 

Several generations of Bulgarians lived under the shadow of totalitarian rule which in 

one way or another left a mark on the fates of all of us. However, there were people who 

dared to resist the rule imposed by the Soviet Army´s bayonets. These people deserve respect. 

I think that we, Bulgarians, must focus on the objective and truthful presentation of history in 

order to be respected by our European partners. 

A feature of the Bulgarian transition is that it was organised by the communist 

nomenclature itself and controlled by the structures of State Security (the Bulgarian secret 

services). For this reason the debate in Bulgarian society about our new history, after the 

Second World War, has not been concluded yet. Moreover, at some particular moments, this 

debate was frozen and overshadowed by nostalgia for the repressive dictatorship, motivated 

by its successors. 

As a result, public consensus has not been reached in Bulgaria and the victims of 

communism are often forgotten. This is the reason why Bulgarian resistance against 

communism is vaguely known in Europe. If European societies have a notion of what 

Bulgaria was between 1944 and 1989, it would be that the country was a servile satellite of 

the USSR. Such a notion does not correspond to the historic truth.   

An objective presentation of our newest history is needed for us to be a society of true 

solidarity. We have to fight against the secrecy and the public myths about the period from 

1944 to 1989. The Conference “The Suffered European Dream of Bulgaria 1944-1989” aims 

at introducing the Bulgarian resistance against communism as well as the reaction of the 

regime towards the dissidents, to the European public. It is aimed also at representing the 

functioning of the Bulgarian iron curtain. 

My wish is that by means of this Conference we pay tribute to those suffered by the 

dictatorship of the Bulgarian Communist Party. The stories told by the participants in the 

Conference are an extract from the destinies of those tens of thousands of Bulgarians who 

stood against the totalitarian rule and suffered the consequences of doing so. I hope the 

Conference will contribute to the reinforcement of the objective debate about our history and 

at the same time that it will remind us that democracy is not for granted and there are people 

all around the world, who have fought and are fighting for it even now. 

 
 
 
 

ANDREY KOVATCHEV, MEP 
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BACKGROUND 
 

Bulgarian opposition to the communist regime remains virtually unknown in Europe. 
The reason for this is that Bulgarian society has a highly ambivalent attitude towards its 
totalitarian past and it prefers to forget, rather than face it. During the communist times 
thousands of people lost their lives, others spent years in communist labor camps and prisons, 
while others, such as the Bulgarian Muslims, were subject to forced deportation. These 
traumatic events were veiled by the collective amnesia of society during the first years of 
Bulgarian transition from totalitarianism to democracy. The Bulgarian accession to the 
European Union not only presents an opportunity for reassessment of recent past, but it is also 
the realization of a dream of generations of Bulgarians, who have suffered from the 
communist repressions. At the same time, the recent declassification of the archives of the 
former communist secret services has resulted in an “archival revolution” and in a renewed 
interest of certain parts of the society in the communist past. Is this a sign of deep 
transformation or will this debate remain but a subject for academic discussions? Could a 
society, disinterested in its past, take part in the endeavours of the European Union to 
establish and defend global standards of human rights and human dignity? 

 
These issues will be the focal point of the discussion at the conference The Endured 

European Dream of Bulgaria (1944-1989) Communism organized by Dr. Andrey Kovachev 
on 17 November 2010. Within the first panel victims of the communist regime, 
representatives of different political views, generations and ethnic groups, will give their 
personal accounts of their opposition to the regime and of their sufferings in the communist 
labor camps and prisons. The second panel will focus on the ways in which Bulgarian society 
interprets its totalitarian past. Within this panel researchers, representatives of the 
Commission for the State Security Archives, and journalists, will be considering the reasons 
for the collective “amnesia” and the prospects of overcoming it. Finally, the conference will 
present the results from the archival research project “The Bulgarian Wall”, the aim of which 
is to present the role of the Bulgarian border during the communist period as an extension of 
the Berlin wall, revealing cases of many people, Bulgarians and others, who tried to cross the 
border and flee to the West. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 The communist rule in Bulgaria commenced on 9 September 1944, when the 
Fatherland Front, a communist-dominated coalition of leftist parties, seized political power in 
a bloodless coup days after the Soviet Red army crossed the border and marched into the 
capital Sofia without encountering local resistance. In the late 1940s, the communist 
government adopted a new constitution, abolished the monarchy and proclaimed the People’s 
Republic of Bulgaria, with the communist party as the leading governing force. The strong 
man of the newly established Bulgarian Communist regime became Georgi Dimitrov. After 
Dimitrov and his close aide Vassil Kolarov died in 1949 and 1950, accordingly, the party 
leadership reverted to Dimitrov's brother-in-law Vulko Chervenkov, who also had spent the 
war years in Moscow. Chervenkov became Bulgaria’s Stalin-type leader. 

The first years of Communist rule in Bulgaria were dominated by uncontrolled and 
unrestricted political violence having the unhidden aim to eliminate political opposition and 
virtually the entire former elite of the nation. Political violence was rampant in the late 1940s, 
when between 30,000 and 40,000 people were killed without court hearings during the late 
1940s. Another, although at least nominally legal repression tool became the so-called 
People’s Court, established in late 1944, which helped to purge the country’s pre-communist 
political and economic elite, irrespective of its position toward Nazi Germany. Throughout 
the period of its operation between November 1944 and April 1945, the People’s Court 
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sentenced more than 2,600 people to death and other 8,000 to prison terms, in most cases 
confiscating the victims’ properties as well.  

After signing of the Paris treaty in February 1947 and the Allies’ withdrawal from the 
country, Bulgaria remained in the Soviet sphere of influence. Those events signaled the end of 
the short-lived period of “people’s democracy”, when democratic institutions were officially 
retained and the opposition was represented in the National Assembly. In 1947-48 the 
opposition was expelled from the parliament and its leader became the object of an 
orchestrated show trial, which ended in death sentence under charges of conspiring with the 
Western countries against the Bulgarian government. This trial made Nikola Petkov the 
symbol of the Bulgarian opposition to the Communist rule. From that time on the opposition 
in Bulgaria was proclaimed illegal and every attempt for restoration of some of old parties 
was punished by the government.  

During that period, the regime’s political rivals were sent to prison and labor camps. 
The first such camp operated for a short period in 1945 at the Sveti Vrach railway station near 
Sandansky town, and some other small camps were opened throughout the country till 1949. 
That very year, the Council of Ministers earmarked the Belene camp (situated on the Belene 
island in the Danube River) for political prisoners, which became synonymous to communist 
political repression due to the inhuman conditions under which prisoners were kept there (the 
most notorious in that regard became the small island of Persin, situated next to Belene island 
and part of the same camp). Initially the Belene camp accommodated 4,500 prisoners; 
however by the year1952 their number decreased to 2323. Closed down on 1 January 1953, 
the Belene camp reopened in autumn 1956 after the Hungarian revolution convinced the 
Bulgarian communists in the need to quash any form of dissent. The camp closed definitely 
on 27 August 1959, when the Politburo ordered the release of most political prisoners. Some 
276 political prisoners at the Belene camp returned home, but 166 other “incorrigible 
recidivists” continued to serve their prison terms in other prisons, mainly at the newly 
established Lovech camp, which in turn was closed down in 1962. According to evidence 
presented during the trial against camp jailers in the early 1990s, in the Lovech camp were 
imprisoned 1,501 individuals and 147 of them lost their lives because of the inhuman 
conditions there. The Belene camp was reopened once again more than 20 years later during 
the Revival Process against the Bulgarian Muslim minority. 

In the early 1950s another anti-communist resistance movement gained momentum, 
the so-called Goryani Movement (people from the forests). Initially it emerged as a form a 
resistance in the village areas against the forceful collectivization of agricultural land within 
communist cooperatives. Although the exact facts about the Movement still remain unknown, 
according to some estimates the overall number of armed participants in the movement was 
about 2,000 in the early 1950s. It was the most vehement in Southern Bulgaria, particularly 
around the cities of Sliven, Stara Zagora, Velingrad and in the Pirin Mountain. During the 
same period the Movement even had a propaganda radio station, Radio Goryanin, which 
broadcast into Bulgaria from Greece. The Movement continued its effective existence till 
mid-1950s, when it was violently and successfully suppressed by the authorities, although 
some representatives of the movement continued to operate in the early 1960s as well.  

In 1956 as a result of the destalinization in the Soviet block Todor Zhivkov became 
the new head of the Communist party. On the surface, the period of Todor Zhivkov seemed to 
be more restrained in the use of political repression. It is true that the labor camps were closed 
down and that the regime preferred the use of administrative repression rather the arbitrary 
political violence. This however did not mean that in the country there were no more political 
prisoners. The State Security, modeled after the notorious Soviet KGB, was authorized to 
silence political opposition and prevent the appearance and public visibility of the 
“dissidents”. And it could be concluded that it successfully completed its task, especially in 
preventing the dissidents from becoming famous in Bulgaria and abroad. The most notorious 
in Bulgaria became the so-called Sixth Department of the State security, created in 1967 
immediately after formation of a similar Department within the Soviet secret services. The 
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Sixth department was entrusted with the task to combat “ideological diversion”, concentrating 
its efforts on the intelligentsia, ethnic and religious minorities (it is notable that even 
Orthodox priests and the faithful were regarded as a minority), as well as within the circles of 
the Communist party itself.  

In general, the Sixth Department and the State Security were responsible for many 
violations of basic human rights, including for the imprisonment of unknown number of 
people dissenting with the political regime. In some cases even the reading and distribution of 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s books or other “illegal literature” would be sufficient for a reason.  
It was impossible, however, to keep in secret the crimes committed abroad. On 11 September 
1978 the State Security Intelligence department organized the murder of the writer and 
journalist Georgi Markov in London with poisonous bullets shot from the soon-to-become-
famous “Bulgarian umbrella.” Other less famous Bulgarian emigrants had a similar fate.  
Among widely used administrative measures for silencing the opposition-minded people was 
the deprivation of the children of such people from education and career development 
opportunities. As a part of the communist “social engineering”, the purpose of which was to  
create the “new socialist man”, children of the former elite and opposition-minded people had 
limited access to university education and subsequently to successful careers. This policy, 
which was persistently pursued throughout the communist period led to the marginalization of 
entire groups of people, who were part of the former elite or of the political opposition. This 
is only one of the reasons why the successors of those people continue to keep in their 
memory the sufferings of their parents and grandparents, and still live with the trauma of the 
communist period.  

In the middle of 1980s, the Communist state once again engaged in a massive 
persecution of people, this time of the Turkish minority. The so-called Revival Process 
represented the climax of a long-term communist policy of oppressing the Turkish minority 
pursued throughout the communist period, favoring the so-called Bulgarization of the Turkish 
minority and Muslim religious groups and the suppression of their national customs, rituals 
and religious practices. In the mid-1980s the communist regime looked for a solution to the 
so-called “problem of the Turkish minority”, carrying on the campaign of giving Bulgarian 
names to all Bulgarian Muslims. In November 1984 Politburo authorized the Ministry of 
Interior to implement the action against that minority. The operation was carried out in the 
last days of 1984 and in the first days of 1985; it was executed expeditiously with the support 
of regular military forces. Those measures provoked the not-entirely peaceful resistance of the 
Turkish minority. In the aftermath, the Belene camp and other prisons started to receive 
political prisoners of the opponents to the revival process. As a result of the international 
pressure against the campaign, on 31 March 1989 Zhivkov ordered to the Minister of Interior 
to deport some 100,000-150,000 Turks from Bulgaria. In total, nearly 200,000 Turks left 
Bulgaria in order “to emigrate” to Turkey, a move which further deteriorated the relations 
between the two neighboring countries.  

The Revival Process became a major destabilizing factor for the communist regime 
when it was subjected to heavy criticism by international mass media. The resistance to the 
process was also supported by Bulgarian human rights activists, who tried to establish 
organizations that were independent from the government and actually illegal, such as the 
Independent Association for Protection of the Human Rights led by the longtime political 
prisoner and dissident Ilya Minev. In the late 1980s the proclamation of the politics of 
“glasnost” and “perestroika” by the Soviet leaders led to the creation of other political groups 
and clubs of opposition-minded people. On November 10, 1989, Todor Zhivkov was deposed 
from party and state leadership in coup orchestrated within the Communist party and 
supported by the Soviet leaders. The existing anti-communist groups and restored political 
parties unified in the coalition Union of Democratic Forces, while the strongest organization 
among Bulgarian Muslims became the Movement for Rights and Freedoms. That marked the 
beginning of the Bulgarian pluralistic democratic system, which after a harrowing transition 
made the accession of Bulgaria to NATO and the European Union possible.  
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Welcoming speech by Professor Jerzy Buzek 

President of the European Parliament 
 
 
 

Dear President Daul, 
Dear Dr. Kovatchev, 
Dear colleagues,  
Dear friends, 
 
Thank you Dr. Kovatchev and to all the members of the Bulgarian Delegation to the 

EPP for arranging this conference, which pays tribute to those who stood against the 
communist dictatorship in Bulgaria. I know your words, dear colleague, if the Europeans had 
any notion of what Bulgaria was between 1944 and 1989, you said, they would know that our 
country was a servile satellite of the USSR – Soviet Union. This notion does not correspond 
to the historic truth. With the conference we will pay tribute to those who suffered under the 
repressive machine of the Bulgarian communist party. It is a very important, crucial reason 
for the conference. So, thank you very much. The Bulgarian opposition was important 
because it preserved European values - democracy, the right of ownership, the ideas of 
freedom of thought and expression – which are the basis of the European Union. They were a 
bridge between the communist past and the democratic European future of your country, of 
Bulgarian citizens, all the Central Eastern European citizens. 

 

Dear Friends, 
We must never forget that the Communist regimes across the region stayed in power 

not because of political support, but because of political violence against the very people they 
were supposedly representing. Almost 40,000 people were killed in Bulgaria after 1945 
without any sentence or court proceedings. Political repression and violence continued until 
the last days of the regime. And we know that the last decision of the dictatorship was against 
the Turkish minority and we know very well we are just thinking about the minorities as well, 
because they are our citizens, and the Communist state once again engaged in a massive 
persecution of its people, this time of the Turkish minority. 

 
We can never forget this.  
 
Only by understanding our past do we safeguard our future, so that new generations 

will not go through the same hardships, as the people of Central and Eastern Europe went 
through during the last World War. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
Reconciliation of our recent past is a key element in reuniting our continent as a 

whole, but reconciliation is possible to achieve not through silence and forgetting but through 
remembrance, truth and discussions, openness. It is the rule of the European Union from the 
very beginning, how to avoid war in the future, just remembering and discussing, and 
thinking about the future. 

I am glad that this conference tries to remember the price, which was paid by these 
generations of heroes. Some of whom I am very pleased to say, are here with us today. 

They and you are the ones who made possible the rights and freedoms we all enjoy 
today in a united Europe. 
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Thank you very much! All of you being together with us, for your effort and for being 
so brave in those times. I know something about that. How it is difficult. So thank you very 
much once again! 
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Welcoming speech by Mr. Joseph Daul 
Chairman of the group of the European People’s Party  

in the European Parliament 

 
 

In the will Marc Bloch writes in 1941 while he is part of the resistance against Nazi 
occupation, he says that he wants his burial stone to display the words: "He loved the truth." 
Truth, resistance, but also the duty not to forget and to defend the European ideal. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I see the meaning of this inscription in this meeting and would like to thank Mr. 

Kovachev for the organisation of this event here in the Parliament. After Mr. Jerzy Buzek's 
speech I would like to emphasize the importance of this conference. 

It is important in several respects. 
First, it allows us to deepen our understanding of the history of Bulgaria and it is an 

opportunity to better understand the dark pages of the period 1944-1989. Getting to know and 
understand our histories means to strengthen our community relationship: if unity is strength, 
the coupling is even stronger when we know each other, and walk together. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
It was a bit more than twenty years ago, but I remember it like it was yesterday. It is 

the end of 1989 and the news on television keeps going. The impossible has happened, 
communist regimes disappear without bloodshed and no one defends the old order imposed 
by force 45 years earlier, in 1944. Europe was then divided into two camps. 

We must remember that the main responsible for that was communism. With its 
traumatic policies, the Soviet system sought to assemble under one wing peoples who were 
imprisoned and subjected to severe subjugation of a common ideology. This is what happened 
with Bulgaria. Deliberately pointed to be in the Soviet sphere of influence on the Yalta 
Conference, it came in one fell swoop in the communist dictatorship. 

Like Lenin, Stalin and Beria, its communist leaders rose and exercised power by force 
and bloodshed. All means of the totalitarian state were used: counterfeit cases for deportation, 
inhumane work, hunger, disease, torture, massacres. People were under strict control. Years 
passed, fewer and fewer died in the prisons of the regime, boredom and resentment replaced 
the fear, then in 1989 the world shook. 

In Sofia, the mausoleum of Georgi Dimitrov disappeared in August 1999. 
Nevertheless, lies obsess minds: political power of communism managed to become a power 
generating organized crime, corruption, lack of reforms ... 

I would like to pay tribute to the work of the Government of Boyko Borisov, which 
more than a year is struggling to overcome the spectre of Communism. Yes, I would like to 
praise our friends from GERB who work tirelessly to achieve more transparency and thanks 
to whom Bulgaria became a prominent member of the European Union. 

Second, ladies and gentlemen, this conference has the following purpose: it 
encourages us and obliges us to remember. It emboldens us to never forget the totalitarian 
terror that shook the world during the XX century. 

Reaching with its intervention until the intimate sphere of thought, imposing to all 
citizens to embrace an imposed ideology, totalitarian regimes subjugated man, despite all his 
resistance. Outside these ideologies there was nothing! In the name of these ideologies, 
without hesitation, totalitarian rulers killed dozens of millions of men and women, outlining a 
horrific century. We can not forget! If you ever let that memory slip away, it would mean to 
agree with all that violence caused by totalitarianism. We should always remember the 
historical truth - the truth that exposes all the scams. 
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To remember means to constantly strive for humanity which I think is the best fortress 
against the totalitarian temptations and the expression of hatred. Ladies and gentlemen, this 
aspiration is the foundation of humanism, it is the engine of our action, and it is the heart of 
the values of our group in the European Parliament. 

 
Dear friends, let me conclude this way: if this conference urges us not to forget, it also 

encourages us to strive for Europe of reason, Europe of democracy, Europe of human rights, 
Europe that protects us. 

 
Thank you. 
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Speech by  Mr. Georgi Saraivanov 
 

 
Hello, 
Dear ladies and gentlemen, good day to all of you, 
I have been thinking of what to say for quite a long time, much longer than I would 

speak. I remember of one of the most exciting experiences in the prison in Sofia. We were 
more than 80 people sentenced to death, each of us chained. If I played the violin, I would 
have brought my violin, if I was a bagpiper, I would have brought my bagpipe, but I am a 
prisoner sentenced to death, and that is why I brought the chain. Everyone can touch it, feel it 
and see what it looks like. Usually, those sentenced to death, lived in 3 or 4 in the prison cell. 
When someone was taken to execution, we all had to turn our back to the door, say the first 
name and the respective person said the other names to avoid mistakes. When there are 3 or 4 
persons, the only thought I had at night was “Let it not be me”, when the door opened, but 
when you are alone, it is a different thing. 

 In October 1954 I remained alone in the death prison cell. At midnight, a 
supervisor named Vassil Zdravkov/ Васил Здравков/ turned on a ventilator in the corridor of 
the cells, opened one latch, then a second one – the locker of my cell, and and said: “You 
skunk, your time has come, you should have thought before”, he gave me a note and a pencil 
and told me describe my belongings, a worn out labor jacket, trousers and moccasins. He 
closed the cell, looked through the spyhole and then it passed through my mind that in 20 or 
30 minutes, or an hour everything would be over.. The first thing that passed through my 
head, was the awful pain, everything was hurting me – the head, the bones. Probably, my sole 
hurt because I did not have children. I was 22-23 years old at that time. Another fifteen or 
twenty minutes passed, he opened the door again and said: “Hey, skunk, what happened, did 
you get scared?”, he closed the door and went away. A fate fellow from Dobrich sentenced to 
death, again at night, the same supervisor opened the cell and talked to him the same way, 
gave him a small paper, which turned out to be a telegram from his wife, which read: “Ize, 
happy life – Margarita”. There is something good when you were in prison. May be the best 
thing is when you get out. A very sweet thing. 
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Speech by Mr. Sabri Iskender 
 

 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen invited to this conference, 

 I would like to thank first to the organizers of this conference. Afterwards I would like 
to thank Mr. Andrey Kovatchev. 
 I am one of those sentenced to death and who were in the prison in Belene. 
Afterwards, I was forcefully sent to the jail in Sofia and Stara Zagora, and finally, forcefully 
deported from Bulgaria to Turkey. 
 From 1944 to 1989 until 10th of November when the political dictator Zhivkov was 
taken down the Turkish minority was the one, which suffered most. Everyone over the age of 
70 went through it. The wound that would never be healed is the mental one. Until now 
nobody paid attention to us. But today twenty years later we are here and we can tell about the 
pain in our past. The tortures I went through during these 111 days in the Sliven Prison I have 
seen them only in the movies. Afterwards, I was forcefully sent to Belene, where we were 
mentally forced again. 95% of the convicts there were from the Turkish minority. Then we 
made a hunger-strike for 37 days. A year later I was moved to Kameno pole (Vratsa district). 
Six months later I attempted to escape through the borders with my son (16 years old). On 4th 
of November there was a conference in Vienna about changes in human rights. We started 
from Kom peak, we didn’t make it to Yugoslavia and the Vienna conference. We were forced 
to surrender at the border. After that, I was at Razrigor for 64 days. There was no violence 
there. Then I was in the Central Prison. I was sentenced and sent to the prison in Stara Zagora, 
where I spent two years. I worked. I canvassed my followers from neighboring villages to 
make a legal organization. On 13th of November 1988 we founded the “Democratic League 
for the Protection of Human Rights in Bulgaria” in compliance with the Constitution of 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria (article 52, paragraph 1). The western media helped us a lot – 
“Free Europe”, “Deutsche Welle” and “BBC – London”. As at that time the Bulgarian media 
was censored severely, we shared your thrills and news with them. During that time we were 
very much supported by “Free Europe” headed by Rumyana Uzuznova /Румяна Узунова/. 
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Speech by Mr. Alfred Foscolo 

 
 

Mr. Chairman, 
Messrs. Chairmen of Parliamentary groups, 
Messrs. Deputies, 
Ladies, Gentlemen and dear friends, 
 
Bulgarian languages is my mother tongue, but in order to facilitate communication, 

please allow me to address you in French, which is the language of my father. 
Thank you for inviting me to this tribune, from which I intend to dethrone a myth, to 

recall concealed truths and to raise some live questions. 
The myth in question is voiced in the statement that at the time, due to lack of urban 

society, the Bulgarian people have accepted communism without any resistance. How quickly 
it was forgotten that same urban society had managed earlier to save its compatriots of Jewish 
origin from the Nazi death camps. Isn’t it the existence of precisely such society that can 
explain why its resistance to the communist regime was so fiercely suppressed under the 
conditions of Stalinism. 

When we take up the subject of the resistance and its suppression, we should 
distinguish two periods right from the beginning. 

The first period ended in the middle of the 1960s, when the ruling authority quite 
wrongly considered that it was finally in command of the situation. 

As far as the manifestations of resistance at that time are concerned, please allow me 
to refer to the world-famous historians, such as Robert J. Crampton, Nissan Oren or Joseph 
Rothschild, who noted that “out of all the countries under soviet influence, during the post-
war elections, it is precisely in Bulgaria that the opposition achieves proportionally best 
result”. 

On the other hand, they stated that this is one of the countries where the armed 
resistance was active for the longest period of time, mobilising from 1941 to 1944 mainly 
“Goriani”, rather than the communist “Partisans”. 

And lastly, as it was quoted in the daily newspaper “The Guardian”, they pointed out 
that the first post-Stalinist strike broke out in Plovdiv in May 1953, i.e. a month before the 
June insurrections in Berlin. But let’s first turn our attention to the research of Prof. Lyubomir 
Migev, concerning the peasants’ resistance to collectivisation. We learn from it that this 
resistance was often more largely-scaled than that of the soviet peasants in the 1930s and he 
emphasised that “...with regard to strength and scope, this movement of insubordination has 
no equal in the history of contemporary Bulgaria”. 

Now is the time to remind ourselves the important role of the Agrarian Union in this 
resistance, which due to the predominantly rural composition of the Bulgarian society, 
remained the only real mass party, well ahead of the communist party, running into merely 
15 000 members on the eve of 9.09.1944.  

The severity and the long duration of the arbitrariness and the repressions, directly 
proportional to the resistance, explains to some extend the long existence of the late 
capitalism in Bulgaria, where the evil camp of Lovech was not closed down until 1962. 

Despite the furtive attempts of the Bulgarian historiography during the last years for 
research into this period, I can only bow down before the memory of the victims and 
participants in the resistance. 

Alas, as far as the second period of the resistance is concerned, including the period 
from 1964 to the fall of the regime, it is a different story. Not enough attention is paid to this 
period, coinciding with the establishment of the USSR and its satellite countries and to the 
phenomenon called Dissidence in the West. 
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In this case we are talking about individual and collective manifestation of moral 
attitudes, based not as much on party-political convictions, but on ethic values and primarily 
those on which contemporary Europe is being built up. By the same time the Fifth Main 
Directorate of KGB in the USSR was founded, followed by its Bulgarian equivalent – the 
Sixth Main Directorate of State Security, with the sole purpose of combating the threat, called 
“ideological subversive activity”. The scope of measures, undertaken by the totalitarian 
machine in Bulgaria against this phenomenon, reveals in itself that it had well-founded 
reasons for anxiety. 

During the 1980s, in a conversation with my late friend – the Czech historian Karel 
Bartośek, who had signed Charter 77, while I was pining for the plight of our resistance, he 
answered me with a smile: “...you know, it was not that much different with us, we were just 
a handful of people around Havel”. 

The difference undoubtedly was in the fact that apart from minor exceptions, our 
intelligentsia as a whole did not join the ranks of the “ethic resistance”, but even more crucial 
difference appeared to be the absence of the media from the freedom-loving world, the 
western diplomacy was hesitant, while the international community was kept in the dark. 

Frankly speaking, what makes the protest of the Sofia student Edward Genov and 
his friends against the soviet intervention in Prague less worthy of respect by comparison with 
the nine soviet citizens, manifesting for the same cause on the Red Square in 1968, if it was 
not for the total absence of western cameras? Didn’t they pay for their action with many years 
of imprisonment, yet in anonymity?  

 By the way, the difference in treating the perception of the facts was immediately 
felt, when the Appeal of the Six, made at the beginning of 1986 by former political prisoners 
to the Vienna Conference of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
drew at last the attention of the international community. 

This unquestionably allowed the organisation and unification of the anticommunist 
opposition at the beginning of 1988, in the spirit of the time, forming the Independent Society 
for the Protection of Human Rights (ISPHR), the first and only Bulgarian NGO, accepted as a 
full member of the International Federation for Human Rights. One of its most remarkable 
contributions was that it managed to mobilise several thousand Bulgarian citizens from those 
300 000 of Muslim faith, affected by the discriminating campaign of the communist regime. 
This protest movement was bound to develop, leading to the well-known May Events in the 
spring of 1989. 

The national character of this movement, compared only to other civil initiatives in 
various countries of Eastern Europe, cannot be recognised for only the firmly settled stubborn 
egocentrism in the historiography and in someone’s ideology.  

Actually, I agreed to stand before you not to speak about myself, but about that 
handful of Bulgarians mentioned above, these faceless and voiceless people, who grew into 
hundreds during the last two decades of the regime. I came here because of them and on their 
behalf.  

Please, allow me to share with you my excitement from the fact that 44 years after a 
group of youths composed and distributed a leaflet, appealing in it for our country to join 
Europe, now I can wave it in the heart of united Europe. These youths, my co-defendants, 
paid for their act with sentences of more than 100 years in total, 22 of which were actually 
served. Yet we were not the exception. During these years of “moral resistance”, in the 
political prison of Stara Zagora alone, the contingent of prisoners was rarely below 200. 

It is down to you to work out their total number. 
It is high time to disclose the truth about the life and destiny of those, who saved the 

honour of Bulgaria, expecting nothing from nobody in return. 
Alas! 20 years of transitional period proved insufficient for our country to master the 

practice of constitutional state. The attitude of the institutions towards the opponents of the 
old regime remains totally negative. The fact that some of them are here, among us, and that 
this forum is actually happening, must not hide this reality. 



 16 

As we are in a Parliament, which is a place for exchange of opinions and 
discussions, I set myself the task to recall some particular cases, but I would prefer, instead of 
a conclusion, to read you a letter, handed to me yesterday before my departure by a group of 
former prisoners, emigrants and people close to them. This is what it says:  

“We insist on underlining some significant moments in relation to the right direction 
of the Bulgarian society and the clear-headed perusal of its history. 

First we would like to remind you that the present, quite belated law on the opening 
of the archives of the former State Security, adopted 3 years before the EP Resolution on 
European Conscience, was voted with the prevailing majority of the Socialist Party, successor 
to the unrepentant Bulgarian Communist Party, i.e. people, who are not interested in the 
actual revealing of the near past. 

After that we establish that ever since an ad hoc Commission has been formed, it 
devoted its work mainly to finding out who of the persons in government positions have been 
members of the former authorities. It is true that this activity, practised de facto since 1990 in 
a discriminate way, aiming to feed up political conflicts, did not manage to prevent a State 
Security agent to serve two consecutive mandates at the head of the country. It is down to you 
to judge the degree of efficiency of such a measure and its benefit to society. 

Furthermore, it becomes clear that the obscurity or the absence of adequate 
legislative deeds, when the documentation is processed, leads to some approximated 
assessments, giving way to all sorts of manipulations. 

An example to that meaning is the case with Mr. Dimitar Pentchev. In reality the 
Commission had at its disposal for him a card for recruitment by the State Security, yet at the 
same time it had a document, signed by Grigor Shopov, a high ranking officer in the said 
State Security, confirming that he is a member of subversive organisation. Nevertheless, it 
was only the card that was taken into account and the absurd consequence for Mr. Pentchev 
was that he was publicly pronounced as an agent informer of the security authorities, 
regardless of the fact that he was formerly sentenced to death, spent nearly 10 years in prison 
and judging by various documents, had suffered the repressions of the communist regime 
authorities throughout his entire life. 

On this account, we would like to express our strong intention for the part of the 
archives, concerning the fate and the actions of the people who one way or another opposed 
the regime, to become public knowledge. 

We would like you to know that we pay particular attention to those, who already 
are not among us, and we consider that the revelation of their life is a matter of public interest 
and in our opinion, it is our duty to participate in lifting the curtain of silence, hanging over 
their worthy of respect conduct. 

Although this curtain was kept carefully pulled over for more than 20 years, we 
know that the ones who have woven it still have sufficient power to manipulate and protract, 
in order to obstruct the procedure and to delay it until the physical demise of all the witnesses 
and participants in the tragedy.  

  Our fears are that in its bureaucratic and de facto obstructive way of working, 
the Honourable Commission may create the impression among the citizens that they, 
passively or otherwise, take part in this manipulation.  

Because of that, as a proof of good will, we intend in the immediate future to present 
the Commission with the first list of emblematic personalities, regardless whether already 
deceased or still alive, thus engaging ourselves in the promulgation of their contributions.  

In the last place, as far as the action of the former State Security against the 
emigration is concerned, we would like the attending Commission members to inform us 
about the time scale for the total transfer of the archives and most of all about the part of the 
former Foreign Intelligence Service archives that is currently at their disposal, as well as to 
how and when it will become public knowledge. 

In conclusion, we appeal to the participants in this meeting, the Honourable 
members of the Commission, as well as to the energetic European Deputy – organiser of this 
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forum, to contribute to the overcoming of the obstacles in front of the institutions’ good work, 
the law to be applied in the spirit of the European values and resolutions, as well as to satisfy 
our requests as citizens of the European Union”. 

 
Thank you for your attention. 
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Discussion 
 
 
 

Speech by Mr. Antonio López-Istúriz, 
Member of the European Parliament, 

Secretary general of the European People's Party 

 
 

It is difficult for me to speak after the testimonies I am hearing from people who have 
suffered so much in the past. For me leaving in a western society, where I come from - Spain, 
those are things that, unfortunately, in the past were only things that we didn’t know. You 
were living in a communist paradise, that’s what the Europeans thought in the western world. 
We were all living under the same lie. 

 
I think that it is very courageous I think it is very valiant, very brave from Andrey 

Kovatchev, GERB and many others to bring these testimonies here in the European 
Parliament. To have this kind of debate I am telling you, in Spain this will not be the case to 
bring such a debate. I don’t think we could have still today the courage to bring such a debate 
about the past war in Spain, our Civil War. So congratulations! I think that this debate is 
already taking place here, I think it is very good news.  

 
And for us, MEP’s and I represent the EPP, who in the past is not suspicious of 

collaboration the EPP was the party in the past in fifties, sixties and seventies who fought 
against communism. So we are entitled to say something and we are very happy to hear, to 
listen to you. Also I congratulate, because I know it is an open thing, all of the political parties 
have been invited, because this is what we are speaking about, we have to remember the past, 
but also with everybody we cannot leave anyone outside of this, this is democracy about. For 
me, for the EPP, your memories are not to be forgotten. The building of the future of Bulgaria 
is based also in not committing the same mistakes as the past. We have to strike our 
conclusions about what happened. We cannot forget, but also think about the construction, as 
the lady was saying we are living for our children in the future.  

 
So our priorities are not to forget the construction of the future and think what the 

legacy that we are going to leave. Bulgaria today is in a crucial moment. I have the 
opportunity to speak many times to the prime minister Boyko Borissov and we agree we also 
have realities in Bulgaria today that we have to face, difficulties that we are facing in the 
economical field, in working, also our children will like to work in the future, that’s what we 
have to speak also about. Not forgetting the past, because the past must not be repeated again! 
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Speech by Mr. Tune Kellam, 
Member of the European Parliament 

 
 

Thank you very much Dr. Kovatchev, 
 
I represent Estonia in this Parliament. 
I’d like to thank you all of you for coming over here.  
I think that is a very important contribution that you are here and that we can share 

this experience. And when you remember Goryani, then in Estonia and Latvia we had Forest 
brothers, thousands of them who escaped from the Soviet rules and tried to resist for ten years 
after the war. But what is most important is to realize, as President Buzek mentioned, no 
communist regime was established because of political support, it was established because of 
violence and lies. And now we’ve got rid of violence, but lies are still there.  

We have to establish a truth. And then that could be reconciliation. We had made an 
effort in the European Parliament. Last year we have published a book, which is called 
“Reunification of Europe”. And this is the first time that experiences of ten post communists 
countries are included in one volume. 

It is available in English, in French, in German and some other languages and I hope it 
would be translated into Bulgarian too. And last year, in the European Parliament, in its 
resolution suggested that 23rd of August – that is the day when Hitler and Stalin became 
friends and started World Ear II – should be commemorated as the European day of 
remembrance of the victims of all totalitarian regimes.  

So, I remind this to you and I am very much impressed by your testimonies Mr. 
Saraivanov, Mr. Iskender, Mr. Kadrinov, but I look at Mrs. Stanka  Stoyanova. I read your 
biography and how you lost your father. And how it has impressed your life. We have 
thousands of such people, but we have to respect you and your experience and we have to 
learn from it.  

 
Thank you very much!  
 
 
 
 

Speech by Ms. Sandra Kalniete 
Member of the European Parliament 

 
Thank you very much Andrey,  
I will not use much of the time, even though I have so much to tell you. I would like first and 
foremost to pay tribute to the people here because many of you belong to the generation of 
my grandparents who died in Gulag. My parents married in Gulag. I was born in Gulag and 
this is why this conference has a very deep and special meaning for me. In the European 
Parliament I chair an informal group for "Reconciliation of European Histories". 
Thank you for contributing to this reconciliation. 
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Speech by Mr. Vasil Kadrinov 
 
 

I will not retell my story - I was in prison for only one year. I turn with great respect to 
the people who fought, some of them with weapons in their hands, as the Goryani in the 50's. 
I would like to talk about the present days and address to you, Mr. Kovatchev and everyone 
else here three messages to , connected to the current situation in Bulgaria. Today in Bulgaria 
we have a pluralistic democratic system, but with regards to the past, to the communist 
regime, we do not have enough memories. Such past is rarely talked about, pupils at school 
are not educated and we risk this past to repeat some day. 

 
In this regard, we insist on the establishment of a National Fund for Comprehension of 

the Communist Regime in Bulgaria as it in other countries - Germany, Poland, the Czech 
Republic - to provide opportunities to make books, films, celebrations, TV shows, etc. to 
educate young people about the regime. We also insist on having the works our good true 
democrat writer Georgi Markov who gave his life for the resistance against the communist 
terrorism studied at the Bulgarian schools. His "Distant Reports about Bulgaria”(?) should be 
studied by all students in our country. And lastly,  let us however also say that today in our 
country the former National Security officers get pensions that are much higher as compared 
to the average pensions for the country, and we appeal for having thus injustice remedied, 
because they supported a terrorist regime and it is appropriate their pensions to be reduced to 
the average pension. In other countries like Poland it was done and we hope it will happen in 
our country as well.  

Thank you. 

 
 

Speech by Mrs. Lili Drumeva 

 
 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  
It is not necessary to say that I am extremely excited because I cannot be indifferent to 

the topic that gathered us here - the topic of our conference “The endured European dream of 
Bulgaria, 1944-1989”. If you allow me, I will try to put this topic in other words – a 
conference about the broken human hope. About the broken human hope of those who are 
here and those who will never know that we remember the reason why they left this world -  
their fight to have the right to be themselves, their struggle to defend the truth, which proved 
to be the most difficult struggle a man can have. I could also tell you about many of my 
personal burdens, but I will not take your time, because what I went through is just a drop in 
the ocean of human sufferings and pains, and it is probably less than what Mr. Saraivanov 
went through, so I will not waste your time with it.  

 
It is important to remember what happened and know the price that was paid - the high 

human price, because there is not a higher price than the life of a man who wants to live a 
human life, to love, to have children, home, family, to be recognized in his profession, to give 
everything, so that one day his children would not be ashamed of him. All that was broken, 
everything you can imagine, all the malice, all the subversive, perfid methods the communists 
were capable of, they never saved them to us. As Chief organizational secretary of the Union 
of the People Repressed by the Communist Terror I was charged to tell you that the only thing 
we want is that communism would never come to life again, we shall never forget the people 
eliminated by the communists, that we shall preserve the European values, and I hope 
sincerely that this conference is not just an event that has to be accounted for, rather a real 



 21 

bow to the victims of the communist terror - not only in Bulgaria, but also around the world. 
Finally, let me thank Dr. Kovatchev and the organizers of this conference and of course to the 
party he represents - political party GERB, because so far, for 21 years, nobody ever invited 
us, no one respected us, nobody showed deference to the people in Bulgaria who, despite the 
allegations that Bulgaria was an obedient satellite of the Soviet Union, defended the truth and 
the right to be free. Thank you again and I congratulate everyone present here. Let us having 
the power of our will, the power of our desire live in a new democratic Europe, because only 
the strong ones can defeat the other, only the strong ones can be a real human. 

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 

Speech by Mrs. Vanya Zekova 

 
 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
When we are in pain we all look alike. I present to your attention an excerpt of a 

documentary about the sufferings and resilience of Bulgarians. In my country, there is a 
deliberate silence on this topic, and now, after 10 years of silence, I have the opportunity to 
present hidden truths about our recent past to young people, who have never heard about and 
have no idea what has happened in Bulgaria. Fortunately, we have the chance to draw from 
the source. The survivors of these tragic events are here among us. The film “Catharsis” and 
the film “Goryanite” form part of a project collecting authentic evidences from communist 
times. This is a private and an independent project. I will say a couple words about the new 
steps in this regard. The script for a documentary titled “Sentenced to Freedom” if ready. It is 
also based on a true story and the main character in it is based on the film narrative of “Zakon 
s Lagerist”, “Zakon bez granica”, about a lonely idealist. My dream is to shoot the movie with 
an international crew and to work from different aspects. It is my dream to have this movie 
traveling around the world and seen by its own characters. 

Ladies and Gentleman, it is only when we know the past that we can accept it and find 
some place for it in our hearts. And only when we know our grandfathers we can have our 
own root and we can stand erect. This is my way to render my respect to the survivors and my 
way to request silence for the dead, because only when we are in pain we look alike. You can 
get the movie at the exit of the hall, thanks to me and Mr. Andrey Kovatchev. 

 Thank You!    

 
 

 
Speech of Mr. Zheko Stoyanov 

 
 

Dear Mr. Kovatchev, 
My name is Zheko Stoyanov Ivanov – Matev. I have been sentenced to death through 

shooting for being involved in the restoration of the Bulgarian opposition. I will not tell you 
about the pain and horror in the camps, the devastating beatings by inspectors; I will not tell 
you about how the bodies of the State Security acted; I will not tell you about the cases when 
we were left alone in the dumps, how we looked around and how our hairs were falling out. I 
just want to say that this meeting is the first event after 20-21 years and I am very glad that 
here, only a couple of days ago a  group of persons sentenced by the communist authorities 



 22 

had a meeting with the minister of interior. He assured us that they would do everything 
possible, rather than just talking about the pains and sufferings, but also to realize some 
projects by which the entire Bulgarian society may be convinced of this what has happened. I 
would like to share with you that it has been now 20 years that the Bulgarian media is 
convincing Bulgarian citizens that no opposition existed against the communist regime – 
quietly at first, and later – out loud. Tens of thousands of people have passed through 
communist camps and prisons, who subsequently were killed. This is why I welcom Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation for making everything possible to ensure other forums where specific 
things may be achieved. 

 
 
 

Speech my Mrs. Zeineb Ibrahimova 
 
 

I would like to say something, which in my opinion no one would ever touch on. 
First, I will not describe how terrible it is to have the name that your parents gave to 

you taken. I will not tell about the sufferings that I have gone through. I just want to say that 
proper account shall be given to the fights among Turks, Muslims and Bulgarians in Bulgaria.  
I would like just to tell you that I have learned about this fight when I was still very little, 
because my uncle was sent to Belene in the beginning of 1952, and when the people who 
remained alive - the “goryani” came back to the village, I went to welcome them, holding my 
mother’s hand of my mother, without being afraid of what they might have been thinking. 
In 1988 having then the independent association for protection of human rights we started 
again to fight against communism. I think that such joint fight had some results. 

Thank You! 
 
 
 

Speech by Mrs. Stanka Stoyanova 
 
 

I will not tell you about who I am. Now, I would like to point out to you two persons, 
standing on my left-hand side – one of them being in trial together with my father - Yordan 
Baychev/ Йордан Байчев, who is still alive and is actively supporting this democracy –. The 
other one is the man who was with my father in the last minutes of his conscious life. 

If everyone here present erupted hatred against communism, I hope that everyone 
prays for the communist formation never to return to this world. 
 
 

 
Speech by Dr. Andrey Kovatchev 

 
 

We want to read through the history, so that we all know what the objective truth is, 
but in no case do we want hatred to arouse out of it. We don’t want any dictatorship to come 
to life again, ever, because dictatorship and suffering are something really terrible and 
generations of destinies of tens of thousands of people are lost, but hatred should not arouse in 
any case, rather the opposite – reconciliation. Agreement must come be from all parties. Of 
course, it can’t be like that – some celebrate 9th of September as a holiday, and others consider 
it as the darkest day in history. 
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On 09.09.1944 in Bulgaria it was the government of the agrarian Murvaviev that was 
removed, rather than a fascist one. Therefore, such manipulations of history shall be cleared 
away and we must unite around this truth without spreading hatred, but strive for 
reconciliation. 

Thank You! 
 
 
 

Speech by Mr. Ivan Barzakov 
 
 

Thank you for inviting me to participate in this conference, although late. 
I don’t want to tell you how when I was 11 years old, I found out what communism 

was, but I am here to tell you about some cases related to the cruelties of communism. 
 In Pernik, a shaft, in “Saint Anna” mine was used to kill 183 people. These people 
were thrown down there and cut to pieces by the ventilator inside. 

Another case is on the rock in Samokov. People have been pushed from it to fall 
down. From all of them, only one remained alive but he ran away abroad and never wished to 
return to Bulgaria, because he did not want to remember the cruelties. 
The next case which I want to tell you about is about the village Varba (Radomir 
district).There is a well dug by the German soldiers, which is full of victims of communism. 

You want reconciliation, but there is nobody convicted. 
What is happening in Bulgaria now is again an act of the communist “remains”. All 

crimes that are being done and against which the minister of interior is fighting against, is 
their acts. So reconciliation may exist only when the guilty persons are recognized and 
sentenced. 

Thank You! 
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Panel II: The forgotten resistance: 
Study of the Bulgarian communism 
Moderator: Mrs. Ekaterina Boncheva 

 
 
 

Speech by Mr. Evtim Kostadinov 
Chairman of the Commission for the State Security Archives 

 
 

Thank you Mr. Kovatchev, 
Thank you Mrs. Boncheva, 
 
It is extremely difficult for me to talk after hearing all the stories and destinies of the 

people present here, to talk what is behind the State Security. I would take advantage of the 
moment first and thank and take a bow before the people who suffered these moments during 
these years. 

Second I want to thank to Dr. Kovatchev who, within the period from the adoption of 
the law, actually managed to arrange such a meeting at this level. I am extremely pleased ti 
see here young people. We, as members of the commission, have attempted to draw the 
attention so that the law the commission is working on would provide the opportunity to open 
the records, which created myths about what was the State Security actually doing. If we 
don’t know the contents of such records, we cannot continue in the right direction – to build 
our actual European future. 

First of all, I would like to make an overview, mainly for the young people present 
here, what actually the State Security was and say in a few words what this Commission is 
doing on the law. 

What the State Security was? As early as the 1945-1947-1950 years, the State Security 
played a major role in the elimination of the political opposition. In 1945 – 1950 it began 
shaping itself as a repressive machine of the communist party. In 1974 was issued decree 
14/67 of the State Security, which regulated the leading position and the supremacy of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party and of the first Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party. It means that the structure created from 1944-1945 until 1999 
was subordinated to the party that also represented the regime. The State Security was a 
powerful and oppressive structure and during the communist Bulgaria it was directed towards 
suppressing and limiting the fundamental rights and freedoms of the Bulgarian citizens. The 
State Security also exercised its operational monitoring. A special instruction I-20 from 1978 
provided for the creation of cooperative files to control the behavior of people about whom no 
information of anti-state actions existed, but because of their social origin, official and social 
status and political activity before 09.09.1944, or punishment for hostile activity after “the 
victory of the socialist police” they were dangers to security. According to the instruction, 
they also had negative attitude to the socialist order, they had influence over civilians and 
were capable, upon their initiative or enemy’s influence, start to resist. You see that in the 
subsequent documents, not only in this unpublished decree and the instructions for work of 
the State Security, clearly show that the State Security structure is a repressive machine with 
one and fundamental task - to ensure the supremacy of the Communist Party. 

I have the chance to present to you the law this Commission is working on, and I 
would like to highlight that this law was elaborated on the basis of three draft laws. On of 
these draft laws was the draft elaborated by the Union of Democratic Forces, and I had the 
chance to discuss it with Mrs. Mihaylova and have it adopted by the 40th National Assembly. 
The other draft law was elaborated with the participation of the Democrats for Powerful 
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Bulgaria and the Movement for Rights and Freedoms. I would like to emphasize on the will 
of the Commission’s members that we have attempted to comply with the law until now. Let 
us forget the political affiliations and actually open these records and explode the myths about 
the State Security.   

I address the young people; it was only the commission that during these three years 
and a half since its establishment tried to catch up with the time waster since 1989, when 
partial successful attempts were made to open the records of the State Security. Finally, we 
think now that this law is very good and provides the opportunity to have a glance at the 
contents of the records. Not only to have a glance, but also to use them. And finally, to give 
clear and precise answer to what has been really done in that period. 

I address you, the researchers. What the commission is doing during these three years, 
within its competence and financial resources, was to create maximum conditions for 
everyone who wishes to research on these matters to get familiar with these records. It was 
not by accident that the commission issued the first collections of archived documents. Some 
find them boring, but, but this is basis from where we can start working and make respective 
researches. 

I turn to and welcome the proposal of Mr. Kadrinov that actually in our schools the 
topic is avoided, and we consider that what actually the system did is deliberately not 
clarified. 

With the political will of this government and everyone supporting the work of the 
Commission, the representatives of media and other political parties, we will be able to take 
these records, they will be opened if actually taken from the former services. 

We are striving to be open to the maximum extent possible and to envisage all 
unsettled issues and problems. We commit ourselves to be useful to the maximum extent 
possible to everyone who wishes to touch the records of the former secret services. 

 
Thank you for the attention!    
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Speech by Mrs. Ekaterina Boncheva 
Member of the Commission for the State Security Archives 

 
 

My thanks to Mr. Evtim Kostadinov. Mr. Kostadinov, the time you are speaking of 
was not wasted, it was very cleverly used by the various contemporary reincarnations of State 
Security in order to plant several myths in people’s minds and in the public opinion, which I 
think will gradually begin to lose their credibility due to the opening of the dossiers.  

The first myth is that the dossiers are not important, that there is no truth in them. I'm 
telling you, however, that one clue leads to another. Until now we have over 3 km of 
documents – and do not think this is the end of it. We have over 378 archive files, therefore 
the myth that everything was destroyed and these documents are pointless is a myth that has 
been cleverly planted in order to mislead people about the necessity to seek the truth. With 
your help we destroyed and demythologized another allegation – that State Security, to which 
you are victims and we, indirectly, too, worked for national security. There is no such thing. 
Even the book we published, “KGB - State Security, connections and relationships” in which 
are included over 250 documents, demythologizes this claim. I will tell you that Bulgarian 
State Security was corresponding with the KGB in Russian and they were calling each other 
cousins. Another myth we have unveiled is the allegation that, if there was no signed 
statement of cooperation, there was no cooperation at all. The statement of cooperation was 
not required from members of the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP), there were even some 
comments that "we should not obtain statements of cooperation, because it may be deemed as 
an insult”. 

However, I must express my understanding for those who were recruited in camps and 
prisons, because for them there is an explanation and an excuse – their lives and those of their 
relatives were threatened, and there were also cases when people from the camps and prisons 
would ask their supporters to join State Security in order to gain knowledge of it. Another 
myth is that members of the BCP were not recruited by State Security – this is not true. In 
1965 there was a resolution of the Politburo of the BCP which removed the restriction from 
recruitment of party members, but – recruited or not – they were working for this party and 
for this system. 

The personal stories told until now, in order to turn in one true story, should be 
thought on, analyzed and spread. This is why I am very pleased to give the word to Associate 
Professor Mihail Gruev. Mr. Gruev is a historian who works on this subject, and now he is 
working diligently with us on the Bulgarisation Process. He is the author of books on the 
relations between Bulgarian Muslims and the political regime and on the political culture of 
Bulgarian Muslims.     
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Speech by Assoc. Prof. Mihail Gruev 
Associate professor in the Sofia University "St Kliment Ohridski" 

 
 

Thank you. 
 
Before I begin, I would like to comment on something Mrs. Boncheva pointed out. As 

a matter of fact, I believe this conference is important precisely for this reason – it is meant to 
show to Bulgarian society that there is another, alternative perspective as well. For me, 
personally, the setting up of the commission is a huge step forward in this direction. But after 
all, it depends on us to take further steps in this direction and everyone must contribute in 
some way. I think this event will in fact be the next big step forward. 

 
Today, I have to talk about the Bulgarisation process. As you can understand, this is 

an enormous subject. But unfortunately, since time is running late and I won’t have the 
opportunity to read an academic lecture, I will rather try to divide the Bulgarisation process 
into periods.  

 
There used to be a very limited periodization of the Bulgarisation process that was 

accepted in Bulgarian society. Usually this term was understood as its last, extreme phase: 
from December 1984 to February-March 1985, when the ethnic Turks were renamed. 
Actually, we are talking about a divided into phases, gradual process that started as early as 
the end of the 1950s. Here I would like to describe the first violent phase of the Bulgarisation 
process that took place between 1959 and 1964, when the regions with mixed population 
became subject to the so-called “unveiling policy”, namely a forced change of clothing habits, 
criminalization of circumcision and one attempt at forced change of names in the regions of 
Gotse Delchev and Razlog in the West Rhodope Mountains in 1964. But, as a result of the 
active resistance of the local population, the regime gave up and took a step back. Due to 
these reasons a second phase, a “silent” one I would say, came to be. It lasted until the end of 
the 1960s and during this phase the regime tried to use “the carrot”, if we refer to the 
metaphor about the carrot and the stick, and in that phase approximately 10 - 15 000 people in 
fact changed their names voluntarily, motivated, of course, by wholly personal reasons, and in 
some cases self-interest. After that there was the renaming campaign of the Bulgarian 
Muslims, or the so-called Pomaks, passed by a decision of the secretariat of the Central 
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) from July 1970 and titled "On further 
Work among the Bulgarians of the Islamic Faith" in the period 1970 - 1973 - 1974. There are 
people here who can remember these things better than me, and who lived through all this.  

 
Then came a second silent phase, or phase three of the Bulgarisation process, which I 

would call "phase of power regrouping and a gradual spreading of the process" – from 
Pomaks to Turks. Personally, I find the Borina case to be very curious and interesting. It is 
about a Turkish village in the West Rhodope Mountains surrounded by Pomak settlements. 
This case is very curious from the perspective of the transition of this gradual Bulgarisation 
process from Pomaks to Turks and its gradual spreading to mixed marriages at the beginning 
of the 1980s. 

 
As I said, the fourth extreme phase took place from December 1984 to February-

March 1985, when practically all Bulgarian citizens of Turkish descent were renamed. It is a 
known fact that the events from May 1989 actually demonstrated the collapse of this policy 
that was pursued for over 30 years. But why do I consider the Bularisation process to be a 
very important part of the history of Communism and the existence of the Communist regime 
in Bulgaria?  
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Firstly, because it marks a structural difference between the Bulgarian regime and the 
rest of the East-European regimes. Because it demonstrates the double standards of the 
propaganda. On the one hand, it shows an absolutely servile behavior directed at Moscow, 
and as you know twice, in 1963 and in 1973, Todor Zhivkov made propositions for Bulgaria 
to become the 16th state of the Soviet Union. At the same time, addressed toward Bulgarian 
society, we can observe a strong prevalence of nationalistic moods. Internal policy was aimed 
at an escalating tension between Turks and Bulgarians, Muslims and Christians, which can be 
traced in several areas: in the history and literature textbooks, in the political propaganda of 
the party, in the so-called patriotic education, conducted by the state organizations and, above 
all, the Fatherland Front. So, in fact the Bulgarisation process aimed most of all at uniting the 
Christian majority behind the regime, and it must be noted that it was actually successful in 
this respect. Precisely the amalgamation of communism and nationalism in the later decades 
of the regime was the essence of the specificity of the regime as compared to the rest of the 
Soviet satellites. And here I am venturing towards a large theoretical debate in the field of 
humanities – did the regime remain totalitarian up to its very end, i.e. in 1989, or did it 
gradually evolve towards an authoritarian one with fading repressive functions? Exactly the 
Bulgarisation process is this structural difference between the Bulgarian regime and all other 
East-European regimes, as we witness reverse evolution, that is to say - a devolution of the 
regime. Not towards liberalization and “teeth-softening”, Mr. Ogoyski used this phrase 
yesterday, and it very accurately describes the regime as a whole during its later decades – but 
towards stagnation and actual fascination in the later years of its existence. So, if we may 
assume that in Hungary, and to some extent also in Poland, the regimes evolved into 
authoritarian ones in their later stages, this by no means holds true to the communist regime in 
Bulgaria that left an extremely difficult legacy, which will probably be discussed later. 

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 29 

Speech by Mr. Hristo Hristov, 
Investigating journalist 

"The unpunished crimes of the communism in Bulgaria" 
 
 

During the transition from communist regime to a democratic system of government 
the new elites had to solve the problem of recovering truth and justice. The challenge is to 
reveal and clarify the truth, and eventually to hold liable the guilty representatives of the old 
governmental regime for misuse of power and committed crimes. 

The issue of enforcing liability for the crimes of the communism became a current 
topic in Bulgaria immediately after the collapse of the system in November 1989. Liability for 
such crimes should be considered in two aspects – moral conviction and legal conviction. 

 
Moral conviction 
 
Moral responsibility relates to the rejection of and distinction from the totalitarian 

past, which the political parties undertook before the first democratic elections in June 1990. 
This refers also to the successor of BCP (Bulgarian Communist Party) – the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party (BSP), which declared that “BSP waive for good all deformations and 
distortions”. 

Typical for the successor of BCP is that its new leaders Petar Mladenov and Andrey 
Lukanov publicly transferred the responsibility for the country’s situation over to the recent 
head of the party and the state - Todor Jivkov. They defined the government where they also 
took part in as “the personal monstrous regime of Todor Jivkov” 

The former general secretary of BCP was expelled from the party, and the guilt for the 
government was fully thrown on him. However, ten years later he was invited to join the BSP 
and after his death in his home town Pravetz a monument was erected to commemorate him, 
and Georgi Parvanov - the then leader of the Socialist Party, was present at the opening. 

The successor of BCP – BSP - distanced itself from the communist past, but avoided 
the political debate about the guilt and liability it had for the inheritance of totalitarian past. 

In this sharp political confrontation between the left and right, Bulgaria could not find 
the way to national reconciliation. The left suggested doing it by closing the page of the past, 
but the right did not agree because they thought that before closing the page of the past, it 
should be read. 

The only and bit more compehensive solution regardin the guilt and liability may be 
found in the Law on Announcing Criminal of the Communist Regime in Bulgaria that was 
adopted in 2000 by the majority of the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF). It has no 
lustration or legal consequences, but it legally framed the liability of the totalitarianism and 
BCP. 

 
Legal Conviction 
 
The issue with legal conviction stand otherwise. Looking for legal liability liability  

takes a lot of political and public energy and causes sharp political confrontation. It was 
characteristic that while still in power in the beginning of 1990, the new leaders of BCP used 
the legal system to initiate investigations against the former party leader Todor Jivkov and 
people close to his circle. These are court case No. 1 against Jivkov accused and arrested for 
misuse of power and office, and the case for the last camp, which existed during his 
governing, within 1959 – 1962, near the town of Lovetch. 

Under case No.1 Jivkov is found guilty and sentenced to 7 years of prison but 
subsequently the General Meeting of the Penal Collegiums of the Supreme Court held that he 
could not be judged because he was a head of state. It happened in 1995 when the government 
of Videnov (BSP) was in power. The public perceived the cancelled sentence as acquittal - 
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something that the Court did not do.  
Another problem with sentencing part of the crimes of the communism in Bulgaria 

was connected to legal obstacles, the fundamental one being the existence of 20 years’ 
prescription for committing a murder. The new political elite did not make the necessary 
statutory changes as Germany, for example, did where it was held that no prescription has 
expired for crimes committed during the communist regime. This problem became mostly 
obvious during the investigation of the murders in the camp near Lovetch where 151 persons 
kept illegally there found their death. The court process against the heads of the camp started 
in 1990 and closed just in 2006 namely because of the existing prescription.  

Larger part of the official state investigations of various crimes of the totalitarian 
system conducted by the Supreme Prosecutor’s Office ended without sentences. Only a few 
cases make exemption. For example, the sentence against the former prime minister Georgi 
Atanasov under the so-called orphans’ case , where he was sentenced for illegal financing of 
construction  of apartments for a group of active fighters against fascism and capitalism. 
However, Atanasov was reprieved by the president Jelio Jelev. 

The court pronounced effective sentences in “Chernobil” case against the former vice 
Prime Minister Grigor Stoichkov and Lubomir Shindarov, first vice Minister of the People’s 
Health and Chief State Sanitary Inspector for not taking the necessary measures to protect 
population after the breakdown of the soviet nuclear plant in 1986. The last chief of First 
Chief Department of the State Security (SS), General Vladimir Todorov, was sentenced for 
destroying part of the files for the Bulgarian writer Georgi Markov who was killed in London 
in 1978. 

The case for the “revival” process, started in the beginning of the 90’s is still being 
“investigated” by the prosecution. 

 
Rehabilitation of the repressed 
 
The issue with the communist crimes gave rise as well to the issue of rendering justice 

to and the attitude towards the victims of communism. In that sense in 1991 was adopted the 
Law on Political and Civil Rehabilitation of Repressed Persons within the period 12 
September 1944 – 10 November 1989. The Law provided that citizens for whom it is 
established to have suffered repression shall be compensated. The application of that law was 
related to a number of difficulties and bureaucracy, and the amount of compensations rarely 
corresponded t to the damages incurred. In July 2010 following a suggestion of the UDF 
deputy  Lachezar Toshev the Parliament adopted an amendment according to which as 
repressed shall be deemed the persons damaged during the first days of the communist 
regime, namely during the days between 9 and 12 September when a number of 
assassinations were committed without court and sentence. 

 
Lustration 
 
The issue with the communist crimes and justice further relates to the case as to what 

extent leading persons of the former communist party and from the repressive apparatus of the 
State Security (SS) could occupy governing state office after the political changes. Such 
problem is solved by applying lustration. However, the necessary steps to realize e de-
communization were not undertaken in Bulgaria. The inconsistent attitude of such measures 
could be explained with the lack of clear political will to implement the lustration for the ex-
staff connected with the communist government or the repressive apparatus.  

Cautious attempts have been done in 1992, but these lustration restrictions known as 
the Panev law directed towards restricting the access of nomenclature staff of BCP and 
collaborators of SS to the staff of the academic, faculty, scientific councils, was abolished by 
BSP in 1995 during its government. 

In 1997 the People’s Union party proposed to the Parliament a draft law  introducing 
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restrictions on taking managerial positions in Bulgaria, but the right wing represented by the 
United Democratic Forces who governed at that time, refused to adopt it because such law 
would not have remedial effect on society, according to the explanation of the party’s  leaders. 

Subsequently, the State Administration Act Administration introduced some lustration 
provisions, which however were cancelled by the Constitution Court. It was later established 
that part of the court members who voted for the abolishment were collaborators of the former 
State Security. 

In 1998 the Radio and Television Act introduced a lustration provision prohibiting the 
full- and part-time collaborators of SS to become members of the Electronic Media Council; 
the Board of Directors of the Bulgarian National TV and Radio  BNTv and BNR. Regardless 
of the challenge of such provision before the Constitution Court, it was abolished and the 
lustration provision still exists. 

During the 41st National Assembly the governing party GERB adopted a lustration 
provision in the Parliament’s regulations according to which collaborators to the former State 
Security are prohibited to become heads of Parliament, parliamentary commissions; to take 
part in international delegations and to become members of the commissions of internal 
security; of foreign policy and defense; of control ofthe National Security State Agency and 
on European affairs. 

In December 2009 however the Constitution Court abolished the provision, while 
three of the constitution judges signed with reservation. Currently, the UDF member Lachezar 
Toshev has proposed to the Parliament a draft law, suggesting that collaborators of the former 
State Security cannot be awarded with state orders and distinctions. 

 
The opening of the State Security archives  
 
Another issue related to communist crimes is elucidating the collaborators of the 

former repressive apparatus of the State Security and opening its records, which contain 
numerous proofs of the repressions and the crimes during the communist era. 

It is characteristic that during the whole transition period towards democracy none of 
the national assemblies or governments including the present one are free of agents of the 
former State Security. The process of their public elucidation in Bulgaria started too late – just 
in 1997, and it was interrupted by the next government which abolished the law on the 
archives in 2002. 

It was only in December 2006, a few days before Bulgaria became member of the 
European Union, that a new law was adopted under the pressure of the Bulgarian civil 
society. It operates still. As a result thereof, the new commission on State Security Archives 
headed by Evtim Kostadinov announced the Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov as a secret 
collaborator of SS as well as a number of public figures who remained till then in the shadow 
of the closed records. It is important to note that the law on the archives has no lustration 
character. Announcing the persons belonging to the ex-State Security has only a moral 
character. 

 
International conviction of the crimes of the communism 
 
During the recent years the issue with the guilt of communism as a totalitarian system 

passes beyond the national level and gains international character. In 2004 the issue waswas 
put to discussion at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Two years later, 
the Assembly adopted  resolution 1481 on the need of international conviction of the crimes 
of the totalitarian communist regimes. Thus, the Assembly agreed to pave the way to further 
reconciliation. 

Another international initiative is the “Prague Declaration On European Conscience 
and Communism” adopted in June 2008. It emphasizes that Europe will get united only when 
it unites its history and recognizes as mutual the consequences of Communism and Nazism, 
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and initiates an open and deep discussion on the crimes of all totalitarian regimes of the past 
century. 

The Prague declaration was supported by a decision of the 40th National Assembly 
with the votes of all parliamentary presented parties, except for the parliamentary group of 
BSP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Speech by Dr. Momchil Metodiev, 

Researcher, professor in the Sofia University "St Kliment Ohridski" 

 
 

I’ll try to briefly present some preliminary results from our project ‘The Bulgarian 
wall’ that we are developing together with Maria Dermendjieva based on the idea of Mr. 
Kovatchev, and I hope that next year we will be able to provide further details. What is 
important and what we often forget, and what is probably not known by younger generations 
is that the communist regime didn’t provide the people with the opportunity to freely travel 
and to go out of the country. As a result, many people tried to go in the Western world on 
various reasons and motives, choosing various ways and means. The precise data about the 
number of people who got killed would hardly ever be found, because the archives does not 
maintain  full statistics on the matter, but I could say that on the basis of the documents 
reviewed so far, the number of people reaches 1000. I must not that the highest number of 
killed people is in the early period of communism – the end of 40s – the beginning of 50s, 
while during the next years there is a period of stabilization because of the development of 
new technical means preventing the free crossing of borders, and because of the internal 
intelligence (counter-intelligence)  that tried in advance to gather data for people who are well 
disposed toward emigration as written in the documents, so that t react preventively against 
their attempt to leave the country. What I can say as statistics so far that while in 1951, 817 
people attempted to cross the border, in 70s their number was about 600. The terminology is 
shocking: out of these 600 attempts, about 500 were punished or prevented from crossing the 
border, and about 100-150 passed the border unpunished. 

I would state only some more typical cases that are very interesting. For example, on 
28 September 1957 a soldier ran away from his section and was killed near Veleka river 
together with the man, with whom he tried to cross the border. In 1960 four men tried to make 
a hand-made boat of sheet iron, on which they installed an engine of motorcycle ‘Yava’, and 
about two miles away from the coast, the boat got out-of-service and the people were saved 
by fishermen who were around. In 1974 the pilot Ivan Grigorov succeeded to escape  with his 
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family on a helicopter. It is a curious story: he man came from a good communist family as 
the documents stated, he had a promising career ahead, but he finally started to complaint 
against the remuneration of pilots,he was deprived from  traveling abroad, and one day he 
took his family to Sofia, got them on board of a helicopter and managed to escape to Greece. 
Another curious case from 6 September 1974 was when a Bulgarian citizen of Turkish origin 
succeeded in stealing a scooter ‘Wartburg’ and using it he ran from Primorsko to Turkey. Of 
course, may died in such cases, there are many foreigners as well, most of them being citizens 
of the former German Democratic republic, but also Poles, Czechs, and Hungarians. The 
places where such tragic events happened were near Smolyan where Pamporovo resort is 
situated, which was an excuse for their legal stay in the country, and the other place was near 
to the Black sea coast. On 13 June 1965 near Smolyan the German citizen Werner was killed. 
On  27 August 1977, Ernste Wolfgebratsbern was killed again near Smolyan, and on 18 
March 1980 – Heiner and Stutze Ledig also got killed. For year 1962 according to records 65 
Germans resided in Bulgaria with view of changing their home country, and they were helped 
by 18 citizens of Western Germany, while the services took the appropriate measures.  

The case that personally shocked me was what Mrs. Boncheva said in the beginning 
about a German killed in 1988 nea Sinemorets. I was very shocked by this story, because I 
was serving my military service from 1988 to 1990 and it was easy for me to place myself in 
the shoes of both sides. 

I would like to add as a conclusion that at the same time the border defense system 
worked as one very well developed and detailed system of counter-intelligence in the country, 
which collected data for all emigration attempts. Thus, for example, records show that in 1948 
the intelligence service to the border army department had 455 agents, 2190 trusted men, 142 
secret lodgings, and each operative inspector managed about 12 agents. There is information 
about people recruited for example at the age of 16 – agent “Sokol”/Falcon/, recruited in 1958 
in the village of Tuhovishte at the age of 16, and until the date on which his military services 
had to started, i.e. at the age of 18 or 19, he had provided already 19 signals for attempted 
escapes, and as a result the appropriate measures were taken. I will conclude with a comic 
story from the end of 60s, during the Hippie movement, when a special order was issued 
stating that recently there were cases of western tourists, who were unsightly, , dirty and 
unwashed, and they attempted to enter the country. It was ordered to the Second head office 
of the State security not to admit such people to the territory of the country, while they could  
pass only transit, but they were not entitled to enter  the country, and it should have been 
clarified to them that  their appearance did not correspond to the socialist moral.  

I hope that next year we will have more detailed and comprehensive results, which 
should further illuminate exactly the policy of isolating Bulgaria from the rest of world, which 
according to me is the reason for many of the problems inherited after the end of communism.  

Thank you! 
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Speech my Mrs. Nadezda Neynski 
Member of the European Parliament 

 
 

First, I would like to congratulate Mr. Kovatchev for this forum. We talked that this 
should have been done a long time ago, but the truth is, this forum appeared at a very 
appropriate moment, because I am also deeply moved by the movie we saw and I think what 
Mr. Pöttering is going to propose is extremely important. I applaud the creation of a museum 
for “remembrance”, because Bulgaria’s problem is often the result of a lack of remembrance. 
All of us here today need a guarantee that our children and the children of our children, when 
we are no longer in this world, will know that moral border they should never cross. This has 
to be embedded in the collective memory of a society which has suffered exceptionally during 
the Communism. 
 I think that Mrs. Boncheva’s message is especially important. We here need to be the 
guarantors that no one, in no event, will ever dare to rehabilitate this regime. The 
rehabilitation of this regime will be an insult to the memory of the people. In my opinion what 
we have to do today, and I am also addressing the majority, is this bill, which was submitted 
to the National Assembly, to ban the awarding of former State Security employees with state 
decorations and orders.  GERB needs to assume the responsibility this decision to be made for 
those people, who deserve the least to be awarded with such distinctions. Those people need 
to know that repentance comes before reconciliation. I bow down before those who spoke at 
the movie and said that revanchism will bring us down to the level of those beasts who did all 
of this to Bulgaria. Reconciliation comes after repentance and this is why, as step one, I 
propose to you, Mr. Kovatchev, as a result of this forum, that you propose to the majority this 
bill to ban the awarding of former members of the former State Security with state orders and 
decorations. This should be a policy endorsed by the National Assembly. Our goal is to avoid 
having two policies, one for Europe and the other one for inside Bulgaria. We have to act like 
a “fist” against the attempts of certain circles and persons to revive the nostalgia for Zhivkov. 
(I heard a commercial on a Bulgarian media, a Bulgarian radio, in which some product was 
advertised by an imitation of Todor Zhivkov’s voice. As he said, “even in my time it wasn’t 
that cheap”). Those are dangerous tendencies. And I am saying again that this forum, 
although late, is held at a very right time. 
 Mr. Kovatchev, with all my respect toward you for having done this, I think you 
should bring this message to the people who will truly make the decisions in Bulgaria.  

Thank you! 
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Closing remarks by Mr. Hans-Gert Poettering MEP 

President of the European Parliament ret 
 
 

Dear Andrey Kovatchev,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
And if you allow me to say, Dear friends, 
 
First of all, I would like to thank Andrey Kovatchev, my colleague and friend, and all 

organizers, I see Nadezhda and some friends here. I see from Lithuania our good president 
who was the first president of the parliament in Lithuania, our friend Landsbergis and I 
learned a lesson from him when we sat speaking about Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia as 
former republics of the Soviet Union, he said: “We never were republics of the Soviet Union, 
we always legally were independent nations, but we were occupied by the Soviet Union”. So 
we learned from you in this case from Vytautas Landsbergis, but I hope that he learns from us 
as well, so it is a mutual way.  

But first of all, I would like to thank the organizers and especially Andrey Kovatchev 
and all of the participants for making this conference possible about the “Endured European 
Dream of Bulgaria 1944-1989” a successful event and in this way – for paying respect to all 
those who dared to stand up against the communist oppression. 

I am proud that the Konrad Adenauer Foundation could contribute as well, following 
one of our principles shaped by Germany’s first Councillor Konrad Adenauer himself. We are 
on the side of freedom and I thank our representative here in Brussels, Director Peter 
Weilemann, for cooperating so excellently with you. 

Dissidents and critics in Bulgaria and elsewhere were extremely brave and courageous 
in resistance to the communist regime. Very diverse people came together because of their 
common believe in the freedom and democracy. Their mission has been everything but easy: 
their work was strongly constrained by the regime. Demonstrations were forbidden, scientific 
institutions were closed and arrests occurred on a daily business. However, they were not 
intimidated by hard repressions and big risks they had to take to defend our European values 
of freedom and democracy, the dignity of the human being, human rights the rule of law and 
solidarity, representing the core of the European Union. 

And ladies and gentleman, this is a most important thing and nobody should forget 
this, the European Union with now 27 countries and 500 million people is not just a political 
or geographical organization. No, it is based on the dignity of each human being, human 
rights, democracy, freedom and the legal state, and we are united by solidarity. And the 
struggle of the people illustrates that freedom, democracy and welfare as we enjoy it today, 
cannot be taken for granted. The European continent suffered severe suppression. First 
through the devastating terror regime by the national socialists in Germany and then parallel, 
and later by the inhuman totalitarian communist oppression. And I say it here, it is and it was 
a great Jewish political scientist Hannah Arendt and her ancestors and their family who were 
in national socialist Germany. And she was happy to leave it and it was she as a Jewish 
person experiencing the Holocaust who said that the totalitarianism system, the totalitarian 
system of the national socialists and the totalitarian system of the communist, they are equal. 
Both represent the devil and the system she made a very clear description of that the system 
of the totalitarian communism is the same system of badness, the same system of devil like 
the system of national socialism, and let us never allow that the totalitarian communism is 
described as something better as national socialism, both systems. Stalin and Hitler they were 
devils and we should never forget this in our history in the future. 

Ladies and Gentleman, 
All of us present in this room still remember the separation of our continent, but our 

children or grandchildren will not. That is why, especially the younger generation needs to 
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become aware of the dangers of totalitarianism, authoritarianism, the fragility of human rights 
and the lack of freedom of speech and opinion that regrettably prevail in a considerable part 
of the world. It is our common responsibility to prevent a repetition of the dark chapters of 
our past in the future - in Europe and the rest of the world. We have to learn from the history 
and that is why history is so important in our schools. If the young generation does not know 
how the people have suffered in the past, how can they go into a future. And we shall do 
everything in each country of the European Union that history is an important part of our 
teaching program in our schools. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Remembrance of the crimes committed by communist rulers in Europe is what the 

2008 Prague Declaration on European Conscience and Communism calls for. European 
politicians, intellectuals and dissidents signed this declaration, requesting a European 
recognition of the gravity of the committed "crimes against humanity". The importance of 
remembrance is also underlined by the idea of establishing the 23rd of August - the date of 
the signature of the Ribbentrop-Molotov-Pact in 1939 - as a day of remembrance of the 
victims of both Nazi and communist totalitarian regimes. In the Prague declaration, the 
creation of an Institute of European Memory and Conscience is equally proposed. It is 
supposed to be a place of commemoration for the victims of communism. Today, the process 
of remembering communist crimes and those who courageously fought against is being 
continued in this logic. This conference contributes to the work of coming to terms with the 
past.  

Coming back to the particular case of Bulgaria, throughout its communist past, 
Bulgaria has always been part of the European family. The connection between the 
communist regime and today's Bulgaria is built by dissenters and dissidents against 
communism and those who suffered from the repression. This bridge symbolises the 
democratic past and the European future of the Bulgarian nation. Let's listen to these bridge 
builders, because remembrance is an effective remedy against totalitarian views and radical 
movements. Learning from the darkest chapters of our past as the basis we need for a 
successful, democratic future. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear friends, 
Remembrance goes hand in hand with reconciliation. In the European Union, our 

history has shown which fruits reconciliation can carry: without the reconciliation between 
the hereditary enemies France and Germany, the founding act of what is today the European 
Union, the European Coal and Steel Community would not have come into being. If there 
would not have been personalities after the war in 1950 like Robert Schuman, the then French 
foreign minister, who made a policy of reconciliation with Germany and in all of the history, 
the system was different. When there was the end of a war, the countries in Central Europe, 
they tried to be militarily superior to the other so to prepare for the next war. And this 
changed in 1950 in Robert Schuman, this great Christian politician, he was ready to give a 
signal of reconciliation to his neighbours and especially to Germany. 

Ladies and Gentleman, 
Remembrance is very important today as well and let me conclude with a personal 

remark on a project I am very committed to, and Peter Weilemann told me that you discussed 
it already establishing a "House of European History". In my inauguration speech as President 
of the European Parliament in 2009, I proposed and I quote: “To create a place for history and 
for the future, where the concept of the European idea can continue to grow”. In the 
meantime, the project of the “House on European History” took many important steps 
forward and will hopefully be realised by 2014. A hundred years after the beginning of World 
War I. The House shall be a place where a memory of European history and the work of 
European unification is jointly cultivated and which at the same time is available as a 
platform for the European identity to go on being shaped by present and future citizens of the 
European Union. Therefore, I believe that the most important defenders of our European 
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values should get a place in there. The resistance movements against communism - in 
Bulgaria and elsewhere - like   Solidarność in Poland, certainly belong to them. We owe them 
our gratitude for keeping the European dream alive and our deep respect for having the 
courage to fight with all their power for their ideas and our common principles. They were 
visionaries who did not give up their hopes and continued to believe in the European future of 
their country. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear friends, 
Let me quote the former German Chancellor Helmut Kohl who stated: "Visionaries 

are the true realists in history". Nothing seems truer, looking at European integration that 
could only be completed after the end of communism symbolized by the fall of the Berlin 
wall 21 years ago. The vision of the founding fathers of the European integration - Robert 
Schuman, Alcide de Gasperi and Konrad Adenauer - finally became reality. Today, we are 
reunified thanks to all the visionaries that never gave up their idea of freedom. And let me say 
quite frankly, I was elected to the European Parliament in 1979 and I have served in this 
European Parliament continuously, and if somebody would have told me in 1979 that you 
would be here today, and Bulgaria - a member of the European Union, an union of values, my 
answer would have been in 1979 – this is a dream, this is a vision, and it will not happen in 
our lifetime. It will happen one day, but not in our lifetime. It has happened in our lifetime. 
We are today a European family and our family is based on values, and let us never forget the 
terrible past, because if we forget the totalitarian communism and the totalitarian national 
socialism, we will have no future. But we want a future on the basis of our values, that is why 
you are here and I thank you all for your great contribution in the time of the communist state 
when you defended freedom and you suffered for that. And let us work constructive together 
in the European Union together for good future on the basis of peace and liberty on our 
European continent! 

 
Thank you so much! 
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PARTICIPANTS 

 
REPRESSED PEOPLE 

 
 

 

ALFRED (FREDDIE) FOSCOLO 
Alfred (Freddie) Foscolo was born in Sofia, in 1942, to a Bulgarian 
mother and a French father. From 1949 he lived with his parents in 
Paris, but after 1958 he visited Bulgaria regularly and in 1966 
assisted a group of Bulgarian youths in comprising and distributing 
an appeal, urging for democratic changes in the country and its 
affiliation to free Europe. In 1966, immediately after the Warsaw 
Pact troops invaded Prague, he was arrested by the State Security. 
Together with his associates he was sentenced to 15 years 
imprisonment. In 1971 he was released as a foreign citizen. 
Subsequently he managed illegally to take his wife out of Bulgaria 
(1974), as well as his co-defendant Petar Boyadzhiev (1983). 
Together they established the Dialogue Foundation that contributed 

actively for the voicing of the Bulgarian cause for democratic resistance in the West and for 
the support of the members of the opposition in the country. They were able to assist Dr. 
Nikolay Popov (1983), Dimitar Penchev (1987), Edward Genov (1986) and the Independent 
Association for the Defence of Human Rights in Bulgaria (1988). For 15 years Freddie 
Foscolo worked as an editor of the French Nouvelle Alternative magazine. Nowadays he is 
retired, with Bulgarian citizenship and often pays visits to the country. 
 
 
 

ANDREY STOYANOV NAYDENOV 
He was born in 1930 in Bourgas in a family of an army officer, 
awarded for his participation in the second phase of World War 
II. In 1947 his father was convicted of high treason and interned 
to the concentration camp Belene, where he remained till 1955. 
He and his sister were forced to leave the town and the district 
where they lived; they were expelled from the Universities and 
were not allowed to graduate. Years later he was permitted to 
study and graduated Medicine in 1960, subsequently specializing 
in Parasitology and Microbiology at the Medical University in 
Sofia.  
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ALEKSANDAR DIMITROV 
In 1968, together with Eduard Genov and Valentin Radev, 
Aleksandar Dimitrov organized a protest of the students from 
Sofia University against the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia - 
the only manifestation against this injustice in Bulgaria. The 
three students were excluded from the University, suited and 
imprisoned. After serving their sentences, A. Dimitrov was 
interned in a village near Svishtov. In 1974, he returned to Sofia, 

where he was placed under surveillance by state security. 
Since 1989 Aleksandar Dimitrov has been actively involved in the processes of 
democratization of Bulgaria. He graduated in International Relations at the University of 
Sofia. During 1991-1995, he was elected councilor in Sofia Municipality and chairman of the 
Metropolitan Commission for Culture. He played a crucial role in the annihilation of 
Communist ideology from toponymy of the city - many of Sofia's streets names today were 
proposed by him. In 2003 he candidated in local elections for mayor of Sofia. 
 
 
 
 

ATANAS IVANOV KOSTANDIEV 
He was born in 1937 in the Village of Goliamo Krushevo, Yambol 
District. In 1957 he received two death sentences on different charges, 
later replaced by 20 years prison term. He served 12 years in prison 
before being released. In 1971 he was again sentenced to 4 years 
imprisonment for an attempt to cross the border illegally of which he 
served the whole term. In 1979 he was once again sentenced to 5 years 
prison term for organizing a group against “the people’s state”, of which 
he served 4 years. In sum with the pre-trial detention periods, he served a 

total of 20 years in prison on different charges. He is currently living in the village of 
Tvarditsa, Burgas District. 
 
 
 

VANIA ZHEKOVA 
She was raised in a family of repressed people – her grandfather 
was sent to Belene camp and her father was sentenced to death for 
“counter-revolutionary” activities. In August 1989 she made an 
announcement through Radio Free Europe to the World Forum in 
Paris on the occasion of the 200 anniversary of the French 
revolution, to which she was invited. Thereafter she took an active 
part in the democratization of the country. She graduated Art 
Studies and Pedagogy. She is the author of the project “Catharsis”, 
the aim of which was to collect authentic testimonies and research 
into the activities of the representatives of different opposition 
movements – agrarians, democrats, social-democrats, radical-

democrats, anarchists, legionnaires, as well as of priests, intellectuals, exiles, Bulgarian Turks 
and Muslims. She has authored the documentary movie “The Goriani” (Bulgarian National 
Television, 1998) and the book “Catharsis”, 1999. She also wrote the screenplay for the 
movie “Doomed to freedom”. She also produced and made a documentary, based on the book 
“Catharsis”. She carries on research into the fates of the descendents of people, who have 
undergone political oppression. 
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VASSIL KADRINOV 
In 1984 he graduated sociology from Sofia University. At that time 
he called the communism “a new feudal system” and the Soviet 
invasion in Afghanistan – “aggression”. He also distributed 
Solzhenitsyn’s book “One day of Ivan Denisovich”. In 1985 he was 
arrested and charged for antigovernment propaganda aiming at 
“weakening the authorities in the People’s Republic and in another 

state of the workers – the Soviet Union”. He was sentenced to serve one year and a half in 
prison. There he met the Bulgarian dissidents Janko Jankov and Lazar Dragovski and many 
Bulgarian Turks opposing the forced assimilation, who inspired him since he realized that not 
everyone in Bulgaria agreed with the totalitarian regime and despite the decades of terror 
there were still honest people, taking a stand against the regime. They were sentenced to serve 
longer prison terms and when he was released they asked him to rub his shoes on the street in 
front the prison, so that they would be released soon. They were freed several years later. Not 
all of them, though. Volodia Nakov was killed in the Pazardzhik prison in the same year 
1985. 
 
 

VLADIMIR TODOROV  
 
Born in 1945 in the village of Vlahi, district of Blagoevgrad; son of 
Gerasim Todorov, an organizer and leader of an illegal resistance group – 
Sixth Pirin Squad, operating from May 1947 to March 31, 1948 when after 
being surrounded by governmental troops, he committed suicide. Vladimir 
Todorov himself has been working in the construction sector all his life. 
He is a member of the Goriani organization.  
 

 
GENKO JORDANOV GENOV 
He was born in 1930 in the village of Malevo, Haskovo district. As a 
student at the high school on May 12, 1949 he was detained by the State 
Security and charged for writing and distributing antigovernment leaflets. 
He was sent to the camps of Bogdanov Dol and Belene. Released in 
August 1950, on April 29, 1951 he was detained together with his father 
and charged for trying to help their detained adherents. He was sentenced 
to serve 5 years in prison, which he spent in different prisons, including 
on the Persin island in the Belene camp, released in May 1955. In 1958 he 

started working as a blue collar worker but four months later was detained again and charged 
for an attempt to restore the illegal BAPU - Nikola Petkov. He was sentenced to serve 8 years 
in prison, which he spent initially in the prison in the City of Pleven, and then on the Persin 
island. After February, 1963 he was transferred to the prison in the City of Stara Zagora, 
where he was released on September 8, 1964. He spent in prison a total period of 11 years and 
5 months, being detained for the first time when he was 18 years old. Together with other 
collaborators in June 1989 he founded a Club of the repressed people in the city of Plovdiv.   
 
 

GEORGE SARAIVANOV 
Born in Sofia in 1931. In the period 1947-1952 he was interned in 
the town of Svoge, in 1952-53 he served in the army, where he 
worked as a miner in the uranium mines in Buhovo. In October 
1953 he was detained at the Investigative department of the State 
security and he was ultimately sentenced to death three times on 
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different charges and to serve 20 years in prison on the fourth charge. The sentence was 
uphold by Court of Appeal and he spent 7 months in prison enchained, waiting for execution. 
Finally, in January 1955 the sentence was mitigated to 20 years imprisonment and he spent 9 
years and 3 months in prison before being pardoned. After he was released from prison in the 
period 1963-1972 he made four unsuccessful attempts to flee to the West and finally 
succeeded on his fifth attempt together with his wife Milka and his two sons Assen (5 years 
old) and Ivan (3 years old). In the next 24 years he lived in West Germany and in 1996 
returned to Sofia, where he is still living. 
 
 

 
DANIELA GORTCHEVA 
Daniela Gortcheva is a Bulgarian writer and journalist, researcher of 
the recent past, publisher and editor of the magazine "Dialogue" - 
published in Bulgarian language in the Netherlands. Her articles series 
on the 20th anniversary of the May events in Bulgaria in 1989 caused 
a serious impact and raised the curtain on legal heroic resistance 
against the communist regime of the Turks in Bulgaria which has been 

almost unknown for the Bulgarian society. Her article "The forgotten resistance" is dedicated 
to the armed resistance from 1944 to 1956 against the Soviet occupation and familiarizes 
Bulgarian society with a serious research on the little known to the public “Movement of the 
Goryani”. 
 
 
 

DIMITAR VELINOV ISKURNOV 
Born in 1939 in the village of Diakovo, Dupnitza district. His father was 
assassinated in 1948 as active member of the opposition Agricultural 
National Union. His brothers also were members of the same union and 
he was expelled from high school because he declined to become a 
member of the Cooperative in his own village. He was a sympathizer of 
the Goriani movement. After 1989 together with other adherents Dimitar 
Velinov was among the founders of the Organization “Goriani” as an 
independent, legal and civil organization and he was elected as its 
chairman. The Organization supported the accession of Bulgaria to 
NATO and European Union. 

 
 
 
 

DIMITAR GEORGIEV PENCHEV 

Born in 1937, in the village of Charda, Yambol region. In 1955, 
while still a student, he established underground youth clubs for 
opposition literature discussion and analysis. In1958, after 
conscientiously undertaking the risk to infiltrate and manipulate the 
State Security agent network, he and his followers were uncovered 
by the authorities. In 1961 he was sentenced to death for rebuilding 
the organizational framework of the banned at the time Bulgarian 
Agrarian National Union (BANU) “Nikola Petkov”. Later, the 
sentence was reduced to 20 years imprisonment. In 1964 he was 

pardoned. In 1967 he made an attempt to escape to Turkey, during which he lost his closest 
friend and prominent Bulgarian anti-communist activist Mr. Stefan Tutekov. This brought 
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him a sentence of nine years imprisonment, served in the Stara Zagora prison. In 1985, during 
the Revival Process, he was interned in the Belene Labour Camp, and after that, until 1987, 
the whole family was sent into exile in the town of Bobovdol. Although subjected to a day-to-
day harassment, he managed to promote his cause through the free French media and 
 
 

DOBRIN RADIN 
Born in 1933, in the village of Goranovtsi, Kyustendil region. He faced 
communist terror as early as 11 years of age. On 31st of August 1944, 
his grandfather was killed in their own home, before his very eyes by 
partisan communists. Subsequently his grandfather was sentenced to 
death by the People’s Court and his entire estate was confiscated. As a 
member of the BANU “Nikola Petkov”, his father was detained for 3-4 
days every month by the militia authorities. In 1950, the whole family 
of Dobrin Radin was interned in the region of Yambol and they were 
not allowed to return before 1955. In 1956, following the Hungarian 

Revolution, his father was arrested again and interned in the Belene Labour Camp for 1 year. 
Dobrin Radin served his time as a conscript in the Labour Corps and after that he was not 
allowed to enrol in university. By the end of 1977 his father was arrested yet again and 
battered to death by the militia, died from his wounds seven days after his release. Since 9th of 
September 1944, Dobrin Radin is the Chairman of the Union of the Oppressed. 
 
 

EKATERINA GEORGIEVA  
Wife of Trifon Kostadinov Georgiev, arrested on 30 April 1950, 
in the night of Easter. After two-month interrogations carried on 
by the State Security at the prison of Pazardjik, he was sent to 
Belene concentration camp without any effective court sentence in 
place. He spent two years at the camp, within a “criminal group” 
under inhuman conditions. He was released after the death of 
Stalin. The reasons for his detention were that in his capacity as 
financier he had opposed to the economic policy of the 
government, to the development of heavy industry and land 
collectivization. He was a son of a wealthy farmer who had 
refused to join the labor cooperative agricultural farms (TKZS). 
After his release his whole family was banished from their 

hometown and ordered to settle in the village of Rayko Daskalovo, district of Pernik. 
Ekaterina Georgieva is a deputy chair of the Union of the Repressed People.  
 
 
 

ZHEKO STOYANOV IVANOV MATEV 
As a youth he was fond of the ideas of the agrarian movement and he 
studied its main ideologists and authors. On December 2, 1961 he was 
sentenced to death by firing squad for an attempt to restore the 
opposition. Eight months later his sentence again for another 12 years 
prison term. He endured starvation, twenty-four-hour interrogations 
and staged executions, tortures and other methods for extorting 
confessions. He spent almost one year in isolation in a prison cell for 
bad behavior during the trial. He was released in 1964 after having 
been detained in the prisons in Sofia, Sliven, and Stara Zagora. His 

family was also repressed – his father Stoyan Matev was interned in the Belene camp for 
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unsuccessful attempt to flee to Turkey. Subsequently he was sentenced to serve 15 years in 
prison together with his son.  
After his release Zheko Stoyanov spent 20 years as blue-collar worker at the mines. 
Persecuted by State security, systematically observed, suspected for sabotages. On July 11, 
1989 he organized an “Appeal for restoration of illegal opposition”, which he announced via 
Radio Free Europe. After 1989 he became an active member of the Bulgarian Agrarian 
People’s Union “Nikola Petkov”. He graduated in “International Economics” when he was 60 
years old. He was also a member of the 38th parliament, member of the parliamentary 
commission for economic policy. He has a wife, two children and three grandchildren. His 
credo is: “One day people will be free to travel around the world. I believe in the creation of 
the United European States” - 1962. 
 
 

ZEYNEP IBRAHIMOVA 

Prof. Zeynep Ibrahim Keleş (Zafer), PhD, was born in 1958, in the 
village of Kornitsa, Blagoevgrad region. She endured the enforced 
assimilation for the first time just 6 years old. In 1973, at the age of 
15, together with her parents, she was deported forever in a village 
near Pleven, due to the refusal of her parents to be forcibly turned 
into Bulgarians. 5 years later she was released by amnesty. In 1985 
she was sentenced to two years imprisonment and two years exile, 
because joining a group of Turkish youths, they reach illegally 
Bucharest and made an attempt to contact foreign diplomatic 
representatives, so that to expose the hidden by the totalitarian regime 

truth about the “Revival Process”. In the summer of 1988, as a deportee, she joined the 
Independent Association for the Defence of Human Rights (IADHR) and subsequently 
became its coordinator in the region of Varna. Keeping her under wrongful arrest, the State 
Security officials foiled her meeting with the French President François Mitterrand, on a visit 
to Bulgaria in January, 1989. Together with some of her relatives – members of the IADHR, 
she created the structural framework of the organization among the Turkish population in the 
district of Varna, with headquarters in the village of Kliment, Kaolinovo municipality. After 
her expulsion from the country (February 1989), it was this framework that organized the 
May Protests. Currently she lives in Ankara and works as a lecturer in the Bulgarian 
Language and Literature Department of Ankara University. 
 
 
 
 

 
IVAN NIKOLOV 
Chairman of the Union of the Repressed People from the Communist 
Terror. His father was a priest, who disappeared without a trace after 
September 9, 1944 and later was proclaimed a martyr by the Church. A 
week later he and his mother (35 years old), he (15 years old) and his 
brother (5 years old) were arrested and faced the death squad. They 
escaped death miraculously but after that he was not allowed to enroll at 
the University. Finally, after many attempts by his mother, he was 
admitted to the Medical University with special permission by the 
Communist Party Leader Vulko Chervenkov. On two occasions during 

his study the authorities at the University tried to expel him. After graduation he specialized 
as surgeon and neurosurgeon and received his Doctoral degree in 1980. He was deprived of 
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the right to become professor due to political reasons. After 1989 he became a head of the 
Surgery Department at the Medical University in the city of Pleven.  
 
 
 

JORDAN BAICHEV STOYCHEV 
He was born in the village of Jeliu Voivoda, Sliven District in the family 
of supporters of the opposition agricultural movement and 
anticommunists, who opposed the collectivization of agricultural land. 
He took part in a Goriani group in 1950-51 and finally he went 
underground, taking part in two actions for supply with food and arms. 
His group was blocked by militia and military forces and all members of 
the group were arrested, 12 of them were killed in the courtyard of the 
militia in the town of Chirpan. He was sentenced to serve 15 years in 
prison, which he spent in different prisons, including in the Belene 
Camp, where he worked in a stone-pit. He served 11 years and 5 months 

from his sentence before being released. Now he is living in the city of Sliven.  
 
 
 

KIRIL GEORGIEV ZAREV 
He was born in 1924 in the Village of Nikolaevo, Radomir District. In 
1943 he enrolled in the Faculty of Law at Sofia University but in 1947 
was expelled as a member of the Youth Agrarian Union – Petar 
Surbinski. Several days later he was recruited in the army. At that time 
the show trial against the opposition leader Nikola Petkov was being 
held and all soldiers had to sign a petition, asking death penalty for 
Petkov, which he declined to sign. After being discharged from the 
army, he was arrested following his house search, where the 
authorities found a portrait of the opposition leader G. M. Dimitrov 
and other forbidden literature. He was sentenced to serve 2 years and 5 

months in prison on charges stating that he had agitated against collectivization of the land. 
After being released he worked mainly as blue collar worker. After 1989 he took active part in 
the restoration of the Bulgarian Agrarian People’s Union “Nikola Petkov” in his hometown 
and was elected as a chairman of the local party branch in Radomir. He served several terms 
as a member of the national leadership of the party. 
 
 
 
 
 

KONSTANTIN PUVKOV  
Born in 1946 in Varna. He completed his secondary education in his 
hometown, but long after that he was not allowed to proceed with his 
higher education studies. Finally he was permitted to study and 
graduated from the Medical Academy in Sofia in the major of Dental 
Medicine. He originates from a family of repressed people. His uncle 
had served 12 years in prison for anti-communist views and by the 
year 1970 not a single member of his family was admitted to study 
higher education. In 1986 a denouncement was submitted against him 

because he had said that partisans had killed people and on that grounds the State Security 
made an attempt to deprive him of his MD title. He and his family lived under constant 
pressure and supervision.  
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KOSTADIN IVANOV SABEV 
Born in 1930 in the town of Chirpan. He graduated with distinction 
from high-school and applied to study at the Academy of Fine Arts but 
was not allowed due to his membership in the opposition Agricultural 
National Union. At that time he decided to emigrate to the West but in 
April 1951 he was arrested and accused of “enemy conspiracy against 
the people’s state”. He was charged along with another 14 defendants 
and was sentenced to serve 10 years in prison. He spent 4 years and 2 
months out of these on the Persin island in the Belene camp. After his 
release from prison he worked as miner, blue collar worker but he kept 

painting. After 1989 he took part in the activities of the Union of the Repressed People, 
including in the position of its Chairman. In the meantime he organized several exhibitions, 
most successful of which were: “The Prime Ministers of the Third Bulgarian State (1879-
2009) and “The Goriani”.  
 
 
 

KRUM KANCHEV HOROZOV 
He was born in 1925 in the village of Letnitza, Lovech District. 
After being discharged from the army, he was not allowed to 
enroll in the university due to his sympathies for BAPU Nikola 
Petkov. Three years later he was allowed to study “Land 
engineering”. At that time his father was labeled “koulak” and 
“enemy of the people’s state” because he refused to join the 
Cooperative. In order to compel villagers to join the cooperative, 
in 1951 the authorities orchestrated a show trial against 11 notable 
activists of the Agricultural Party and Krum Horozov was one of 
the detained. After 7 months of investigations, he was sentenced to 

serve 20 years in prison as an organizer of a group, the aim of which was to “overthrow the 
government with fire, mutiny and pillage” He was released on May 22, 1962 after having 
spent 11 years and 11 days in prison. Immediately after that he settled to the city of Rousse, 
where he is still living.  
 

LILYANA DRUMEVA RADEVA  
Before 1944, her grandfather was a member of the Democratic 
Party, but was not actively involved in political work. After 1944 
he helped his friends in hiding from the communists. His family 
was deported from the town of Rouse and in 1946 he was killed 
without charge and trial. In 1980 Lilyana Drumeva was interned 
in the village of Pet Mogili, Shumen region, as a teacher in the 
local school, with the right to see her family for 24 hour hours 
per week. The reason for this was that in her capacity as a teacher 
in Bulgarian language and literature, she has expressed the 
opinion that “in the theory of literature there is no such animal as 
socialist realism”. This predestined the impossibility for her 
professional development and in 1984 her application for 

postgraduate training, regardless of passing the test, was rejected on the grounds of “political 
unreliability”. Currently she is the Chief Secretary of the Union of the Oppressed People by 
the Communist Terror. 
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NIKOLAY IVANOV 
He was born in the city of Yambol in 1980 and since 1988 he has 
been living in Bourgas. He has graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Agricultural business and now is studying Public 
Administration. He was brought up with the stories told by his 
grandparents about their hardships, when they were interned from 
their home place in 1950. His father, who was 4-months old at 
that time, spent the first four years of his life in dug-outs and 
cattle-sheds. The family was deprived of all their properties – a 
house in the city of Assenovgrad, a dairy farm, a pub, a store, all 
animals and fields in a village near Yambol. Currently he is a 
Deputy-Chairman of the Club of the Repressed people in the city 

of Bourgas. 
 
 

PAVEL STEFANOV KARUKOV 
He was born in the Village of Gostilia, Pleven District in 1923. He 
graduated from the French college in Plovdiv but in 1945 he was 
not allowed to enroll in the University because of his sympathies 
for the opposition. As a veteran from the second phase of World 
War II he was allowed to enroll in the Faculty of Law at Sofia 
University but he was expelled in 1949 during his final semester. 
On the next day he was banished from Sofia as well and interned to 
his home village. Six month later he was arrested once again while 
working in the field and he was sent to a labor camp. On October 
27, 1952, he was detained by the State Security and after 6 months 

of investigation he was sentenced to serve 18 years in prison for espionage, 8 years for illegal 
arm possession (his pistol from the war) and another 8 years for an attempt to cross the border 
illegally. He was released from prison 10 years and 3 months later. After being released he 
was allowed to graduate “Western Philology” from Sofia University but he was not able to 
find a job compliant with his education. He retired as a construction worker and now is still 
living in Sofia. 
 
 
 
 

PETKO GEORGIEV OGOISKI 
He was born in 1929 in the village of Ogoia, Sofia district. In 1950 during 
his military service he was arrested for writing “enemy verses and 
conspiring” against the totalitarian state. In 1962 he was about to graduate 
from the Historical and Law Faculty of the Sofia University but at the very  
moment of defending his master thesis he was arrested and sentenced to 
serve 2 years in prison for writing of literature works, “undermining the 
prestige of the state” and “worsening the relations between Peoples 
Republic of Bulgaria and USSR”. He served his prison term in different 

prisons, including on the Persin island in the Belene camp. Thereafter he worked mainly as 
construction worker. Since 1989 he has actively participated in the political life as member of 
BAPU “Nikola Petkov” and of the collation Union of Democratic Forces. In 1990 he was 
elected member of the 7th Great National Assembly and between 1991-91 he was editor-in-
chief of the “Zemedelsko Zname” Newspaper. He authored 24 books, including the trilogy 
“Notes on Bulgarian Sufferings 1944-1989”. He is member of the Union of the people 
repressed by the communist regime. Currently he is living in Sofia. 
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PETKO ILIEV PENEV 
Born in 1940 in the village of Staroselets, Stara Zagora district. After 
graduation from the high-school, he was not allowed to enroll in the 
University because his parents were labeled as “kulaks” and sympathizers 
of the opposition leader Nikola Petkov. After serving in the army, he 
remained in Sofia, where together with other adherents, tried to restore the 
Bulgarian Agriculture People’s Union “Nikola Petkov”. In the end of July 
1961, he was arrested and sentenced to serve 20 years in prison. Released 
as a result of the general amnesty in 1964 he was proclaimed “enemy of 
the people’s state” and deprived from the right to enroll in the University 

and in the following years he worked as a miner. After 1989 he took active part in the 
restoration and activity of the already legal party BAPU “NIkola Petkov”, was elected in the 
party’s leadership and occupied the position of its Chief Secretary. He was elected as a 
member of 37th and 38th Bulgarian parliaments.  
 
 

RUSI KOLEV KARAPETKOV  
Born in 1935 in the village of Novo Selo, district of Veliko Tarnovo. 
Initially he studies at the Seminary, but then proceeded with his studies 
at the high school in Veliko Tarnovo. Following a request by the State 
security was expelled from the high school on two occasions. In the  
school year 1952/53 he enrolled in the high school in the town of 
Pavlikeni where he met adherents with whom he organized an illegal 
agrarian group called “Sergey Rumyantsev”. Detained and sentenced 
to 12 years of imprisonment as a leader of the group. He spent in 
prison the period from the beginning of the year 1953 to August 1959. 

He managed to complete his education with great efforts and worked in the industrial sector. 
After the year 1989 he joined in the restoration of the structures of BAPU – Nikola Petkov in 
Veliko Tarnovo. He is currently living in Veliko Tarnovo.  
 
 
 
 

SABRI ISKENDER  

Born in 1947, in the village of Zhalt Bryag, Sliven region. During the so 
called Revival Process, on 17th of January 1985, he was arrested in the 
town of Sliven, where he was investigated under very severe conditions 
for 111 days. In August 1985 he was interned in the Belene Labour 
Camp, and deported from there in the village of Kameno Pole, Vratsa 
region. After an unsuccessful attempt to cross the border with 
Yugoslavia illegally, he was arrested and transported to Sofia. He was 
sentenced to 2 years imprisonment, 2 more years of exile and a fine of 
2000 levs. After serving the sentence, he was deported again to the 

village of Kameno Pole. On 13th of November 1986, along with two of his followers, he 
established the Democratic League for Protection of Human Rights in Bulgaria. With the help 
of the western media, the three of them managed to inform the international and Bulgarian 
public about the events in the country. On 16th of May 1989, he was forcibly extradited from 
Bulgaria to Turkey. After reading Public Relations, he started work in the General Directorate 
for Youth and Sport in Ankara. Nowadays he is retired, living in Ankara.  
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STANKA GEORGIEVA STOYANOVA 
She was born in 1947 in the village of Jeliu Voivoda, Sliven district. Her 
father George Stoyanov Roussev was an active participant in the 
agricultural movement and participant in a Goriani group, an opponent of 
the collectivization of the agricultural land. He was arrested in 1951 and 
received death penalty including full nationalization of all his property. 
Her father’s biography marked her life and she was not allowed to enroll 
in a university, spending all her life as a textile worker. Her daughter was 
also was not permitted to enroll in a aniversity. 

 
 

 TSVETAN TSATSINSKI 

He was born in 1938, in Varna. His father was an army officer, executed 
without trial in 1948. His mother had two diplomas for higher 
education, in command of five foreign languages, and before 1944 used 
to teach in the French College in Varna. After the execution of her 
husband, she was unable to find employment and the whole family was 
left homeless. Some years later his mother was forced by circumstances 
to work as a sweeper in the Sea Garden in Varna, while her two sons – 
as stevedores at the seaport. At that time their house had a sign on it: 

“Here lives a people’s enemy”. Tsvetan Tsatsinski was allowed to enrol for higher education 
not earlier than 1965 and after graduation – to take employment only as a teacher in small 
locations in the region of Silistra and Shumen. Currently he resides in the town of Shumen. 
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R E S E A R C H E R S 
 
 
 

 
EVTIM KOSTADINOV 
He was born in 1959. In 1988 he graduated from the Police 
University in Sofia and in 2004 he was awarded a Master’s Degree 
in Law from the University of Varna. From 1980 to 1997 he worked 
as police officer and from 1997 to 2005 he was chief manager of the 
Albena – Style Company. In 2005 he was elected as a member of the 
parliament from the town of Dobrich. In 2007 he was elected by the 
parliament as Chairman of the newly created Commission for 
declassification of records and ascertainment of affiliation of 
Bulgarian citizens with the former state security intelligence services 
of the Bulgarian People’s Army, known as the Commission for the 

State Security Archives.  
 
 
 

EKATERINA BONCHEVA 
She was born in Sofia and was awarded an M.A. in psychology and 
philosophy. She worked for a psycho-laboratory, before moving into 
journalism as a staff writer for the ABC (ABV ) and Democracy 
(Demokraziya ) Newspapers. In 1992 she became political 
commentator for Radio Free Europe. From February 1997 through 
May 21 1997 she served as press-secretary of a caretaker 
government under Stefan Sofiyanski as Prime Minister. In 1999 she 
chaired the press center of the Union of Democratic Forces during 
the second campaign of Stefan Sofiyanski who was running for 
mayor of Sofia. In April – June 2005 she was the campaign manager 
of the Bulgarian Popular Union in the parliamentary election of June 

25, 2005. She co-authored a collection of documentary stories about the concentration camps 
in Bulgaria – “The Bulgarian GULAG. Testimonies”(1991). Ms. Boncheva was among the 
journalists and media representatives who sponsored the “Clean Voices” campaign of the 
Bulgarian Media Coalition, launched on May 30, 2006 and demanding the disclosure of the 
archives of the former Secret Service in Bulgaria. 
 

 
HRISTO HRISTOV  
He is an investigative journalist with more than 20 years experience. 
He is awarded with the most prestigious prizes for an investigative 
journalism in Bulgaria. He authored the following books: „The Secret 
Investigation into the Camps” (1999), „State Security Against the 
Bulgarian Emigres” (2000), „Kill the Wanderer” (2005), „The Secret 
Bankruptcies of Communism” (2007), „The Double Life of Agent 
Piccadilly” (2008), „The Empire of Overseas Companies” (2009), „A 
Biography of Todor Zhivkov” (2009). 
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MIHAIL GRUEV 

Mihail Gruev is an Associate Professor in history in the University 
of Sofia “Saint Kliment Ohridski”. In 2001 he defended a thesis in 
history and since 2002 he is a lecturer in the History of Bulgaria 
Department within the Faculty of History. He teaches Modern 
Bulgarian History and Ethnology of the Ethnic Groups. He was a 
guest-lecturer at the University of Munich, Saarbrücken, Belgrade 
and others. He is the author of “Between the Five-pointed Star and 
the Crescent. (The Bulgarian Muslims and the Political Regime of 

1944–1959)”, „Political Culture of the Bulgarian Muslims – Problems of the Transition from 
the Traditional to the Modern”, and many other studies and articles in Bulgarian, German and 
English. 

 
 

MOMCHIL METODIEV 
Momchil Metodiev, Dr. hab, is Editor-in-Chief of the Bulgarian 
monthly journal Christianity and Culture. He is also research fellow at 
the Institute for Studies of the Recent Past in Sofia and lecturer at Sofia 
University “St. Kliment Ochriski”. He researches into the history of 
Bulgarian communism, the history of the State security and the 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church, in particular. He authored the books 
Between the Cross and Compromise. The Orthodox Church and the 
Communist Regime in Bulgaria (Sofia, 2010), and Legitimacy Machine. 

State Security in the Power Strategy of the Bulgarian Communist Party (Sofia, 2007). In the 
period 2002-2003 he was a research assistant to the Cold War International History Project in 
Washington, DC. 

 
 

MARIA DERMENDZHIEVA 
She was born in Sofia in 1965. She graduated Romanian and Bulgarian 
Philology from the Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski and National 
Security from the Military Academy “G. S. Rakovski”. She translated 
and edited numerous books in the field of security, political science, 
and history. She participated in NGO projects in the field of national 
and international security. Since 2006 she has been working for the 
weekly newspaper Glasove. She has published more than 100 articles 
in periodicals and other media on issues related to the former 
communist secret services in Bulgaria. She is also the author of a TV 
show addressing the same issue. She carries on research work in the 
same field. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the organization of the Conference and its accompanying events are used paintings by 
Kostadin Sabev, schemes of the Belene camp by Krum Horozov, and materials from the 
exhibition Without a Trace? The Belene camp 1949 - 1959 and after that…., organized by the 
Institute for the Study of the recent past in 2009. 
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Dr. Peter Weilemann 
 
 
 

With a feeling of deep regret and profound sadness the organisers of the conference inform 
you about the passing of Dr. Peter Weilemann, director of Konrad Adenauer Foundation's 

representation in Brussels and a co-organiser of this event 



POEM OF THE EUROPEAN UNION BY STEFAN STAMOV
(A poet and political prisoner 1948-1956)

EUROPE

Remember Athens and Sparta,
Remember Spartakus’ revolt
Of Rome the powerful cohortas,
Invasion were of deadly foe.

Remember power now excitements
And not once you were in defense
Against the crowds of Atila,
Chingiz and Bataya khan!

Remember bleeding mutinies
The slaughters, horrors everywhere –
Well, now for crown interests,
And now for introducing order!

Brought to ruin Gay Julius Caesar,
You bear, you grow a Bonapart
In battles again on south on north
Emaciate your own vanguard.

In our time you too have lit
Two world, disastrous, fatal wars,
From end to end with bones you’re covered,
With human blood you’re always soaked!

Today your skin has bristled all over,
Ready any time with one
Outrageous rage that boiled
To start a nuclear, bloody was!

Why did you rage, you’re raging, Europe!
Why don’t you love establish soon
Between your children, dear Europe,
Why don’t you trumpet peaceful call?

Destroy the country border bars
And merge the peoples into one.
And then forever you will end
To be a cradle of a fire!

I know in peace you of the goodness
Again your geniuses you’ll bear
I know the geniuses with feather
In future like a beam of sun

You will incise your thought so clear
In life your hearing sincere.
And if the Earth becomes so narrow
For your unique and restless spirit,

You have the good support of earth,
You charge it with atomic fuel
In racket powerful in space
You fly – the world of stairs is yours!

Through veil of many centuries,
As brave as you’ve been until now,
So will be from now on, dear Europe,
You’ll point the way to world!

Kyustendil prison – the lock-up room, 1954
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